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Afghan 
deal hits 
first snag 

By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — It took 
less than 24 hours for the U.S.- 
Taliban deal to hit its first obsta¬ 
cle — the release of prisoners. 

The peace agreement signed 
Saturday in Qatar calls for up to 
5,000 Taliban prisoners and up 
to 1,000 pro-Afghan-government 
prisoners held by the militants to 
be released by March 10. 

Afghan President Ashraf Ghani 
said Sunday he wasn’t ready to re¬ 
lease any prisoners before intra- 
Afghan talks begin next week. 

Some in Afghanistan said that 
the Taliban’s refusal to include 
Ghani in the deal guaranteed 
some discord from the start and 
underscored how difficult it will 
be for Afghan negotiations to 
bring peace. 

“The (prisoner-release) issue 
has already created a misunder¬ 
standing,” said Afghanistan ana¬ 
lyst Mohammad Younas Fakor, a 
former governor of eastern Herat 
province. “Many of the articles in 
the U.S.-Taliban agreement still 
need to be explained.” 

The US. deal with the militants 
is clear in broad strokes: If the 
SEE SNAG ON PAGE 8 
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Afghan President Ashraf Ghani, 
left, shakes hands with U.S. 
Secretary of Defense Mark 
Esper on Saturday in Kabul, 
Afghanistan. 



Over 60 countries 


affected as deaths mount worldwide 

Inside: 

■ Authorities hope countries follow China's lead, Page 6 

■ Abundance of caution': Navy orders 7th Fleet ships to 
spend at least 14 days at sea between port visits, Page 7 


By Foster Klug 

Associated Press 

TOKYO — The number of countries hit 
by the coronavirus climbed past 60 Sun¬ 
day, and infections and deaths continued to 
mount around the globe, emptying streets 
of tourists and workers, shaking economies 
and rewriting the realities of daily life. 

In Paris, the Louvre Museum closed, and 
priests stopped placing sacramental bread 
into worshippers’ mouths. Panic-buying of 
daily necessities emerged in Japan. Tourist 
sites across Asia, Europe and the Mideast 
were deserted. And governments closed 
schools and banned big gatherings. 

Australia and Thailand reported their 
first deaths Sunday, while the Dominican 
Republic and the Czech Republic recorded 
their first cases. Iran, Iraq, Italy and South 


Korea, among other places, saw the number 
of infections rise. 

More than 87,000 people worldwide have 
been infected, and nearly 3,000 have died. 

The US. on Saturday recorded its first 
death, a man in his 50s in Washington state 
who had underlying health problems but 
who hadn’t traveled to any affected areas. 

“Additional cases in the United States 
are likely, but healthy individuals should 
be able to fully recover,” President Donald 
Trump said at a Saturday briefing, where 


officials announced heightened warnings 
about travel to certain regions of Italy and 
South Korea as well as a ban on travel to 
Iran. 

China, where the outbreak began two 
months ago, on Sunday reported a slight up¬ 
tick in new cases during the past 24 hours to 
573, the first time in five days that the num¬ 
ber exceeded 500. They remain almost en¬ 
tirely confined to the hardest-hit province 
of Hubei and its capital, Wuhan. 

SEE WORLDWIDE ON PAGE 6 


Above: Medical staff are seen wearing protective suits outside a hospital in Daegu, South Korea, on Sunday. The coronavirus claimed 
its first victim in the U.S. on Saturday as the number of cases shot up in Iran, Italy and South Korea. 

Kim Hyun-taQ^AP 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER 

Wall Street has its worst week since 2008 


Associated Press 

Stocks sank around the globe 
again Friday as investors braced 
for more economic pain from the 
coronavirus outbreak, sending 
U.S. markets to their worst week¬ 
ly finish since the 2008 financial 
crisis. 

The damage from the week of 
relentless selling was eye-pop- 
ping: The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average fell 3,583 points, or 
12.4%. Microsoft and Apple, the 
two most valuable companies 


in the S&P 500, lost a combined 
$300 billion. In a sign of the se¬ 
verity of the concern about the 
possible economic blow, the price 
of oil sank 16%. 

The market’s losses moderated 
Friday after the Federal Reserve 
released a statement saying that it 
stood ready to help the economy if 
needed. Investors increasingly ex¬ 
pect the Fed to cut rates at its next 
policy meeting in mid-March. 

Traders have been growing 
more certain that the Federal Re¬ 
serve will be forced to cut interest 


rates to protect the economy, and 
soon. 

Investors now widely expect 
the Fed to cut interest rates by 
a half-point at its meeting that 
winds up March 18. According to 
data from the Chicago Mercantile 
Exchange’s Fedwatch tool, the 
expectations for a half-point cut 
jumped from 47% just before the 
Fed’s statement was released to 
60% by the close of trading. 

The latest losses have wiped out 
the S&P 500’s gains going back to 
October. 


Military rates 

Euro costs (March 2).$1.1273 

Dollar buys (March 2).€0.8871 

British pound (March 2).$1.32 

Japanese yen (March 2).97.00 

South Korean won (March 2). 1,058.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.2791 

Canada (Dollar).1.3403 

China (Yuan) 6 9919 

Denmark (Krone).6.7757 

Egypt (Pound).15.6323 

Euro.$1.1028/0.9068 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.7958 

Hungary (Forint).306.84 

Israel (Shekel).3.4927 

Japan (Yen).107.85 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3060 

Norway (Krone).9.4205 

Philippines (Peso).51.02 

Poland (Zloty) 3 93 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7515 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3937 

South Korea (Won).1,203.19 


Switzerland (Franc).0.9657 

Thailand (Baht).31.50 

Turkey (Lira).6.2440 

(Military exchange rates are those 
availabie to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netheriands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your iocal military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. Aii figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Federai funds market rate.1.58 

3-month bill.1.26 

30-year bond.1.67 
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Navy: Chinese destroyer 
shot laser at US aircraft 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

A Chinese navy destroyer shot 
a weapons-grade laser at a P-8 A 
Poseidon patrol aircraft in a re¬ 
cent move that U.S. Pacific Fleet 
dubbed “unsafe and unprofes¬ 
sional” in a statement Thursday. 

The incident happened Feb. 17 
in the Philippine Sea about 380 
miles west of Guam while the 
Poseidon crew was “operating 
in international airspace in ac¬ 
cordance with international rules 
and regulations,” according to 
the statement. 

A sensor on the Poseidon de¬ 
tected the laser, which was invis¬ 
ible to the naked eye, according to 
the statement. 

“Weapons-grade lasers could 
potentially cause serious harm to 
aircrew and mariners, as well as 
ship and aircraft systems,” Pacif¬ 


ic Fleet said in the statement. 

China’s actions violated the 
Code for Unplanned Encounters 
at Sea, which is an agreement 
between 21 countries — includ¬ 
ing China and the United States 
— to “reduce the chance of an 
incident at sea,” according to the 
statement. 

The code “specifically address¬ 
es the use of lasers that could 
cause harm to personnel or dam¬ 
age to equipment,” Pacific Fleet 
said in the statement. 

The lasing incident also violat¬ 
ed a US.-China memorandum of 
understanding “regarding rules 
of behavior for safety of air and 
maritime encounters,” according 
to the statement. 

The Poseidon is assigned to Pa¬ 
trol Squadron 45 based in Jack¬ 
sonville, Fla., and is deployed to 
Kadena Air Force Base on Okina¬ 
wa. The crew regularly conducts 


maritime patrol and reconnais¬ 
sance, the statement said. 

“U.S. Navy aircraft routinely 
fly in the Philippine Sea and have 
done so for many years,” Pacific 
Fleet said in the statement. 

The Pacific Fleet last publicly 
accused the Chinese navy of 
taking an “unsafe and unprofes¬ 
sional” action in September 2018, 
when the Chinese destroyer Luy- 
ang veered close to the guided- 
missile destroyer USS Decatur 
before pulling away. 

The Decatur was on a freedom- 
of-navigation operation in the 
South China Sea near the Spratly 
Islands, which is a source of con¬ 
tention in the region as China, 
Taiwan, Malaysia, Vietnam and 
the Philippines have overlapping 
claims to territory in the area. 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitiinDoornbos 



Sean Rinner/U.S. Navy 


The U.S. Navy said Thursday that a Chinese navy destroyer shot a 
weapons-grade laser at a Poseidon, similar to the one above, near 
Guam on Feb. 17. 


South Korean workers on US bases 
get 1 month notice of unpaid leave 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — The 
U.S. military gave its South Kore¬ 
an employees a one-month notice 
Friday that they will be put on un¬ 
paid leave if the allies remained 
deadlocked over a lapsed defense 
cost-sharing agreement. 

The latest warning of an im¬ 
pending furlough comes as the 
South Korean government and 
American military officials strug¬ 
gle to contain the rapid spread of 
a dangerous new coronavirus. 

The United States has been 
paying the salaries for some 
9,000 local employees with pro¬ 
grammed funds after the Special 
Measures Agreement expired at 
the end of 2019 as negotiations 
continued. 

But U.S. Forces Korea said that 
money will run out at the end of 
March. The Defense Department 
has said it will continue to fund 
“critical” logistics cost-sharing 
contracts and key positions pro¬ 
viding “life, health, safety and 


Correction 

A Feb. 28 article on town 
hall meetings in Japan in¬ 
correctly stated that the 
wife of a U.S. contractor, 
who U.S. Forces Japan said 
has recovered after test¬ 
ing positive for coronavi¬ 
rus, was among the seven 
people associated with 
U.S. Army Japan who were 
under quarantine after dis¬ 
embarking the Diamond 
Princess cruise ship. 


readiness services.” 

“United States Forces Korea 
provided their Korean National 
employees with a required 30- 
day notice of its decision to com¬ 
mence an administrative furlough 
that will begin on April 1, 2020, 
absent an agreed-upon SMA,” 
USFK said in a press release. 

Army garrison commanders 
reassured their communities re¬ 
cently in town hall-style meetings 
that mitigating measures had 
been taken to ensure there would 
be “limited to no observable re¬ 
ductions” in services pertaining 
to “life, health and safety.” 

Those include the military hos¬ 
pital on Camp Humphreys, the 
main U.S. base that has a popu¬ 
lation of more than 30,000, other 
medical facilities, law enforce¬ 
ment, schools, commissaries and 
post office services. 

However, people could expect 
increased wait times, modified 
hours and other delays in bus 
services, non-emergency main¬ 
tenance work orders, housing and 
installation access requests and 
other administrative needs, offi¬ 
cials said. 

The command said it was le¬ 
gally required to send furlough 
notices to all employees by Fri¬ 
day, but “USFK continues to ana¬ 
lyze DoD’s decision of who will be 
subject to the potential furlough.” 

The military already sent the 
employees a 60-day notice and 
their union received a broader 
warning in October, raising the 
pressure on the South Koreans. 

The issue doesn’t affect non- 
appropriated fund organizations 
such as on-base restaurants, ex¬ 
change stores, bowling alleys 
and other community activities 
that receive money from other 


sources. 

The dispute has become a mqjor 
irritant in the decades-old alli¬ 
ance between the two countries 
as they face a growing nuclear 
threat from North Korea. 

Six rounds of talks since last 
year have failed to reach a con¬ 
sensus, although negotiators 
from both sides say they have 
narrowed their differences and 
the United States has softened its 
initial demand for nearly $5 bil¬ 
lion per year, a fivefold increase. 

Washington also is reportedly 
seeking to broaden the scope of 
the agreement beyond logisti¬ 
cal and salary support to include 
money for American rotational 
troops and other off-peninsula 
costs. 

South Korea has demanded 
that the negotiations remain 
within the current framework, 
which requires it mainly fund ad¬ 
ministrative, logistical and some 
construction costs. 

USFK said it would soon ex¬ 
haust the programmed funds 
being used for salaries “without 
[South Korea’s] continued com¬ 
mitment to share the cost.” 

Gen. Robert Abrams, the com¬ 
mander of some 28,500 service 
members stationed in South 
Korea, warned that the furlough 
will impact readiness. 

“We greatly value our Korean 
National workforce and their con¬ 
tributions to the [South Korean]- 
U.S. Alliance,” he said, according 
to the press release. 

“We’ve explored all options 
that remain within my author¬ 
ity to delay a potential furlough 
due to the SMA lapse, and we 
will continue to explore funding 
alternatives up to and even dur¬ 
ing a required furlough,” Abrams 



Ken Scar/U.S. Army 


South Koreans working for the 
U.S. military received a one- 
month notice Friday, they will be 
put on unpaid leave if a cost¬ 
sharing agreement is not signed. 

said. “Unfortunately, without an 
agreed upon SMA, we must con¬ 
tinue to prepare for a potential 
furlough.” 

In addition to the additional 
Defense Department funding, the 
military planned to divert troops 
from their regular units and bring 
reinforcements from units off the 
divided peninsula, officials said. 

“If there is a furlough, there 
will be a degradation in services 
we are accustomed to receiving,” 
said Col. Monica Washington, 
commander of Army garrisons in 
Seoul and areas to the north. 

“USFK has employed all op¬ 
tions ... and are confident we can 
mitigate the furlough impacts,” 
she said Monday, citing the use 
of borrowed military manpow¬ 
er abbreviated and request for 
forces from other units outside of 
USFK. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 

Twitter: @kimgamel 


Saudi troops 
resume US 
flight classes 

By Lolita C. Baldor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Military 
students from Saudi Arabia have 
resumed flight training at U.S. 
bases, nearly three months after 
a Saudi trainee shot and killed 
three U.S. Navy sailors at Naval 
Air Station Pensacola in Florida. 

The U.S. Navy said in a state¬ 
ment that flight training for the 
Saudi students resumed Tuesday. 
The training for about 850 Saudis 
at multiple U.S. bases was sus¬ 
pended Dec. 10, four days after 
the deadly shooting. 

Operational training, such as 
flying and other non-classroom 
instruction, was allowed to re¬ 
start once additional safety re¬ 
strictions were put in place. 

The Navy said new policies 
prohibit the possession of person¬ 
al firearms by international stu¬ 
dents and limit foreign nationals 
to their assigned bases and facili¬ 
ties. International students must 
agree to the new policies in order 
to participate in U.S. training. 

“The Navy is making every 
effort to minimize disruptions 
to our foreign national partners 
while implementing the revised 
security initiatives,” the Navy 
statement said. 

A new continuous review pro¬ 
cess is also being implemented 
by March 13. New monitoring is 
intended to allow U.S. officials to 
pick up on signs of radicalization 
or other problematic behavior 
that might not have been appar¬ 
ent when the student entered the 
training program. 
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Video game-style respawns 
keep jets in sky during drill 


By Seth Robson 
Stars and Stripes 

ANDERSEN AIR FORCE 
BASE, Guam — Pilots staging 
mock dogfights over the Pacific 
last month took a page out of 
video gamers’ playbooks. 

Gamers are used to respawning 
to rejoin a cyberbattle when their 
characters are killed in massive 
multiplayer combat. 

During this month’s Cope North 
drills in the Northern Marianas, 
aircraft “shot down” in simulated 
air battles had to fly to a regen¬ 
eration point before they could 
rejoin the fight, said the exercise 
director. Air Force Col. Mike 
“Skid” Rowe. 

This year’s exercise, which 
began Feb. 12 and concluded 
Friday, involved more than 100 
aircraft and 2,100 military per¬ 
sonnel from the United States, 
Japan and Australia honing skills 
they’ll need to engage a well- 
equipped enemy force. 


As many as 60 aircraft have 
been airborne over Guam during 
Cope North, but Rowe said there 
are limits on how many can take 
part in a dogfight. 

“No more than eight airplanes 
can be involved in a visual fight 
at one time in training for safety 
reasons,” he said near the Ander¬ 
sen flight line Feb. 19. 

The exercise prepares the three 
nations’ forces to operate in the 
same air space without spending 
undue energy keeping out of one 
another’s way, David Johnson, of 
the Center for Advanced Defense 
Studies in Washington, D.C., said 
in a telephone interview Friday. 

Capt. Matt “Chaos” Borek, 29, 
of Brooklyn, N.Y., flew an F-15 for 
the 67th Fighter Squadron during 
the exercise. When the pilots in 
his unit take to the sky, they don’t 
know how many enemy aircraft 
they might face but they prepare 
for the worst, he said. 

“If we are outgunned, we are 


hoping that through our tech¬ 
niques, tactics and procedures we 
can defeat the bad guys,” he said. 

The fighters practiced missions 
such as escorting strike aircraft, 
defending a point against enemy 
air attack and protecting a heli¬ 
copter recovering a downed air¬ 
man, Borek added. 

Tech. Sgt. Lindsay Brown, 32, 
of Palmdale, Calif, an F-15 main- 
tainer participating in the drills, 
said he got a kick out of watching 
so many combat jets take flight. 

“During launches you can look 
down the ramp and see all the 
other units’ aircraft taxiing out,” 
he said. “It provides motivation 
for all the maintainers.” 

The forces participating in 
Cope North have practiced com¬ 
plex missions involving com¬ 
mand and control planes, fighters 
and tanker aircraft flying vast 
distances over the Pacific, Rowe 
said. 

“Not a lot of air forces around 



Seth RoBSON/Stars and Stripes 


An Air Force F-16 fighter takes off from Andersen Air Force Base, 
Guam, during the Cope North exercise Feb. 19. 


the world can do that and we do it 
every year,” he said. 

The training isn’t geared to¬ 
ward any particular adversary, 
Rowe said. 

However, Paul Buchanan, an 
American security analyst in 
Auckland, New Zealand, in a 
telephone interview Friday said 
China’s military is the mqjor po¬ 
tential adversary for the US. and 
its allies in the western Pacific. 


It’s important for partners and 
allies in the region to practice fly¬ 
ing airborne early warning and 
control and aerial refueling mis¬ 
sions alongside US. forces, Bu¬ 
chanan said. 

“From an American perspec¬ 
tive they need highly professional 
air forces who play by the Ameri¬ 
can playbook,” he said. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


Debris found from US bombers shot down during WWII 



University of Delaware 


Above: A propeller 
from a TBM/F-1 
Avenger torpedo 
bomber found 
during a recent 
underwater 
expedition at 
Truk Lagoon, 
Federated States 
of Micronesia. 

Left: An undated 
close-up photo 
from World War II 
shows the two-man 
cockpit crew of 
an SBD Dauntless 
flying over the USS 
Enterprise. 



U.S. Navy Museum of Naval Aviation 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

Wreckage from three U.S. aircraft lost 
during a February 1944 blitz against Japa¬ 
nese forces has been found in a vast lagoon 
in the Federated States of Micronesia. 

Searchers with the nonprofit Project Re¬ 
cover discovered and identified the wrecks 
during a series of expeditions and analyses 
from October to December. 

Debris from two SBD-5 Dauntless dive 
bombers and one TBM/F-1 Avenger tor¬ 
pedo bomber were found in Chuuk State, 
which was known as Truk Lagoon during 
World War 11. 

The wreckage, found at depths of 100 
to 215 feet, included propellers, an entry 
hatch, tail section and dive brakes, said 
Mark Moline, co-founder of Project Re¬ 
cover and the expedition leader. 

The group, which partners with the Uni¬ 
versity of Delaware and Scripps Institution 
of Oceanography in San Diego, released 
underwater photos of the aircraft debris 
to coincide with the 76th anniversary of 
the two-day air assault that began Feb. 17, 
1944, Moline said. 

“These are basically debris piles,” he 
said. “They don’t look like aircraft. So, 
when we go down there, we’re using high 
resolution side-scan sonar.” 

Based on loss history and the type of 
aircraft, searchers believe they know the 
specific identity of two of the planes - and 
hence the crew members who would have 
been aboard, Moline said. 

That information is not being publicly 
released at this time, he said. 

The expedition team is now preparing 
detailed reports for the Micronesia gov¬ 
ernment and the U.S. Defense POW/MIA 
Accounting Agency, which is tasked with 
recovering and identifying American war 
dead missing overseas. 

The bombers were among roughly 
500 aircraft launched as part of Opera¬ 
tion Hailstone from a U.S. strike force 
that included the aircraft carriers USS 


Enterprise and USS Intrepid. The attack 
achieved total surprise, giving Japanese 
pilots only minutes to man aircraft before 


bombing commenced. 

The assault destroyed more than 200 
Japanese aircraft and sank about 50 Jap¬ 


anese merchant ships. American losses 
were far fewer, with 30 downed aircraft 
and 23 missing crew members. 

As in most World War II sea battles, 
there was no time — and usually not the 
technology — to locate the underwater re¬ 
mains of missing service members. 

It was well known that some number of 
aircraft from that operation lay at the bot¬ 
tom of the lagoon, and the area has long 
been a prime destination for “technical” 
divers, meaning those who go deeper than 
the roughly 130-foot cutoff point for recre¬ 
ational divers. 

But the lagoon is a vast 770 square miles 
littered with wreckage from Japanese 
ships and planes. 

The massive U.S. siege in 1944, however, 
offered a wealth of reports for corroborat¬ 
ing where some of those U.S. planes went 
down, said Colin Colbourn, the expedi¬ 
tion historian. He scoured carrier and air 
group reports, as well as the personnel 
files of aviators lost in the attack. 

“It’s a big puzzle to put together, and the 
more pieces of a puzzle I have, the better,” 
he said. “We have mapped out the whole 
lagoon and — based on historical research 
— we have general areas based on eyewit¬ 
ness accounts where we think these planes 
have crashed.” 

Searchers conducted four expeditions 
from April 2018 through December 2019, 
surveying a relatively small 30 square 
miles to find the three aircraft. 

Project Recover will continue to search 
the lagoon for missing Americans in the 
months and years to come, Moline said. 

“It’s interesting from a historical per¬ 
spective to find these wrecks, but really 
our mission is the servicemen who were 
left there,” Moline said of Project Recover, 
which was established in 2012 with support 
from the U.S. Office of Naval Research. 
“That’s really the hallmark for our orga¬ 
nization. We take ‘leave nobody behind’ 
seriously.” 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 
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Yongsan post 
hit with huge 
power outage 


On-base shopping 
for vets faces 
hurdles overseas 


Jennifer H. SvAN/Stars and Stripes 

Customers inside the Kaiserslautern Military Community Center 
at Ramstein Air Base, Germany. Under a new law more disabled 
veterans can now shop on base. Germany is the only overseas 
location so far where veterans have access to the benefits. 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Ger¬ 
many — The new rules that ex¬ 
tend on-base shopping privileges 
to an additional 4.1 million US. 
veterans can’t be applied in some 
countries and face restrictions in 
others, officials said. 

So far, outside of the United 
States, the exchange and commis¬ 
sary benefits are only available in 
Germany, through a process that 
includes getting a Veteran Health 
Identification Card in the US., 
being vetted for base access and 
then registering with US. and 
German customs offices. 

Though on-base products are 
free from US. taxes, veterans 
will have to report what they buy 
and pay German taxes. 

At least 24 veterans have been 
approved to use the shopping 
benefit at US. bases in Germany 
since Jan. 1, said Frank Phillips, 
a Veterans Affairs service officer 
for Europe who works from US. 
Army Garrison Ansbach. 

Those who qualify include dis¬ 
abled veterans with a service- 
connected condition. Purple 
Heart recipients, former prison¬ 


ers of war and designated prima¬ 
ry family caregivers of eligible 
veterans. 

About 28,000 veterans and their 
dependents reside in Germany, 
though it’s unknown how many 
are eligible for on-base shopping 
privileges under the new law, 
Phillips said. 

The military is also trying to 
expand the program to other 
countries in Europe, he said. 

In Asia, the South Korean gov¬ 
ernment is reviewing whether 
to authorize expanded access on 
a case-by-case basis, said Jim 
Guzior, a spokesman with US. 
Army Installation Management 
Command-Pacific. 

The benefit will not be granted 
in Japan, he said. Use of base fa¬ 
cilities by veterans who aren’t 
covered by the status of forces 
agreement would require a ne¬ 
gotiated exception to SOFA, he 
said. 

The 2019 National Defense Au¬ 
thorization Act expanded veteran 
eligibility for shopping at mili¬ 
tary exchanges and commissar¬ 
ies starting Jan. 1. 

The law also gives these veter¬ 
ans access to Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation facilities, such as golf 


courses and bowling centers. 

Before the expansion, only vet¬ 
erans with 100% service-connect¬ 
ed disabilities could shop on base, 
in addition to military retirees. 

To qualify under the expanded 
law, disabled veterans need to 
have a VA claim decision letter 
stating a service-connected dis¬ 
ability of any level. 

One of the hurdles to using 
the benefit overseas is obtaining 
a Veteran Health Identification 
Card, which is only issued by the 
VA in the United States. The card 
displays the veteran’s eligibility 
status. 

Phillips said officials are work¬ 
ing on getting an exception letter 
approved for veterans who cannot 
visit the States. 

In Germany, veterans without 
base access must pass a back¬ 


ground check before getting an 
installation pass. 

The pass will allow veterans 
access to a single base and Land- 
stuhl Regional Medical Center. 
Registration with German cus¬ 
toms is also required to get a cus¬ 
toms form. 

Once a month, veterans must 
present the card to customs along 
with all original receipts for pur¬ 
chases made the previous month, 
to pay applicable German taxes 
and import fees. 

Purchase of rationed items, 
including liquor, coffee and ciga¬ 
rettes, isn’t allowed. 

Eligible veterans can sign in up 
to four visitors on base. Army of¬ 
ficials said. 

svan.jennifer(I)stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 
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YONGSAN GARRISON, South 
Korea—The Yongsan Army Gar¬ 
rison in Seoul was hit by a power 
outage that left half of the base in 
the dark. 

The blackout on the portion of 
the garrison known as main post 
began Saturday. It did not affect 
the other half known as south 
post, where most residents and 
services are now located. 

“Critical facilities are currently 
on back-up generator power and 
technicians are working to re¬ 
store power as soon as possible,” 
the garrison said. 

Soldiers who live in barracks 
on the main post were “offered 
the opportunity” to move to tem¬ 
porary housing on the other side,” 
spokeswoman Denver Beaulieu- 
Hains said. “It’s unclear when 
power will be restored. It’s an 
older system and they needed to 
order some parts.” 

Yongsan, which was the main 
US. base in South Korea for de¬ 
cades, is in the process of closing. 
Most military personnel have 
been relocated to Camp Hum¬ 
phreys and other southern hubs 
as part of a consolidation plan. 

Many main post facilities, in¬ 
cluding the post exchange and 
the food court, already have been 
shuttered. However, it still hous¬ 
es barracks, the military police 
building and other services. 

Some 28,500 American service 
members are stationed in South 
Korea, which remains technical¬ 
ly at war with the North. 



Ramstein student heads back to national spelling bee 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Ger¬ 
many — Jonnen Messer earned 
a ticket back to the national spell¬ 
ing bee with the word “sacra¬ 
ment,” letting out a big sigh of 
relief when the judges said, “that 
is correct.” 

“It felt great winning again,” 
Messer said Saturday. “I needed 
that.” 

Two years ago, Messer, a sev¬ 
enth-grader at Ramstein Middle 
School, won the European PTA 
Regional Spelling Bee to earn a 
spot in the prestigious Scripps 
National Spelling Bee. On Satur¬ 
day, he was back in the winner’s 
circle. 

Messer edged 27 fellow spellers 
in grades three to eight from De¬ 
fense Department schools across 
Europe. 

Most kids held on through the 
early rounds, conquering their 
nerves and words such as “pig¬ 
sty” and “peekaboo.” But in the 
fourth round, as the words pro¬ 
gressed in difficulty, eight spell¬ 
ers bowed out, getting tripped up 
on words such as “sequential,” 
“intersperse” and “casualty.” 

The bee lasted less than three 
hours, with Messer sealing vic¬ 
tory in the 10th round. 

By then, only two spellers were 


left standing: Messer and Liliana 
Eierdam, a fifth-grader from Na¬ 
ples Elementary School in Italy. 

After Messer spelled “indemni¬ 
ty” correctly, Eierdam stumbled 
on the word “homage,” tricky be¬ 
cause the “h” is silent when the 
word is pronounced. 

The spelling bee rules required 
Messer to get the next word right, 
or the round would start all over 
again. He nailed it. 

Messer said he was excited to 
return to the national bee, which 
will be held in Washington, D.C., 
from May 24-27. The European 
PTA, with help from sponsors, 
will cover the cost of most of the 
trip for Messer and one of his par¬ 
ents — the top prize for winning 
the regional bee. 

“I hope you win in Washing¬ 
ton,” Eierdam said to Messer 
after the bee concluded. 

Messer said the national bee is 
extremely tough because only 50 
spellers — out of more than 500 
contestants, typically — make it 
to the final round of the competi¬ 
tion. He hopes to make it through 
the preliminary rounds this time. 

Even though he’s been there be¬ 
fore, he knows he’ll be nervous. 

“You feel extremely nervous 
because you’re on live TV,” he 
said. 


svan.jennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 
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Spelling bee champion Jonnen Messer, a seventh grader at Ramstein 
Middle School, holds up his prize certificates at the end of the 
European PTA Regional Spelling Bee, on Saturday. 
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VIRUS OUTBREAK _ 

As virus spreads, 
countries can 
iearn from China 



Andy Wong/AP 


A woman wearing a protective face mask walks down a neighborhood alleyway on a sunny afternoon in 
Beijing, on Sunday. 

Worldwide: Flights halted, events canceled 
as number of coronavirus infections grow 


By Aniruddha Ghosal 
AND Yanan Wang 
Associated Press 

BEIJING — As the new coro¬ 
navirus spread rapidly in central 
China, the country’s authoritar¬ 
ian government took a very au¬ 
thoritarian step: It ordered the 
unprecedented lockdown of 60 
million people in the hardest-hit 
province. 

The shutdown of public trans¬ 
port in some cities, the closing of 
entertainment venues nationwide 
and a heavy dose of fear emptied 
the streets of the world’s most 
populous nation. 

Now that the virus has reached 
every continent except Antarc¬ 
tica, with South America’s first 
confirmed case last week, the 
World Health Organization is 
proposing a challenge for others: 
Be more like China. 

Simply put, if a disease isn’t 
truly understood and there are no 
medicines or vaccines for it, then 
quarantine is the most effective 
way to curb its spread. And acting 
fast is crucial, as China learned, 
after its initial tepid response. 

The question before the world 
is to what extent it can and wants 
to replicate China’s draconian 
methods. 


“Few other countries have the 
ability to implement a lockdown 
at that scale,” said Dr. Raina 
Macintyre, a global biosecurity 
expert at the University of New 
South Wales in Australia. 

In a democracy, a restriction of 
this magnitude “requires explain¬ 
ing a lot, why it is important,” 
said virologist Marion Koopmans 
of the Erasmus Medical Center in 
the Netherlands. 

Communist China also has at 
its disposal an advanced surveil¬ 
lance state. The movements of 
dissidents, activists and Muslim 
minorities are closely tracked 
with surveillance cameras and 
big data, not to mention old- 
fashioned neighborhood watch 
committees. 

These methods have shown 
that if a country wants to stop 
or at least slow the spread of the 
new virus, it is possible by forcing 
people to stay essentially at home 
for weeks, experts said. 

“The single biggest lesson is 
speed,” Bruce Aylward, a Cana¬ 
dian epidemiologist who headed 
a recent WHO mission in China 
said. “Speed is everything. What 
worries me most is: Has the rest 
of the world learned the lesson of 
speed?” 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

South Korea reported 210 addi¬ 
tional cases and two more deaths 
from the virus, raising its totals 
to 3,736 cases and 20 fatalities. 
South Korea has the second-larg¬ 
est number of infections outside, 
with most of the cases in the 
southeastern city of Daegu and 
nearby areas. 

Iraq’s Health Ministry an¬ 
nounced the discovery of six 
more cases Sunday, raising the 
total to 19 — all Iran-linked. The 
outbreak in Iran has prompted its 
neighbors to seal their borders to 


Iranians, while other Gulf states 
have halted flights to Iran. 

Many cases of the virus have 
been relatively mild, and some of 
those infected apparently show no 
symptoms at all. That can allow 
for easier spread. 

Worries are mounting that pro¬ 
longed quarantines, supply chain 
disruptions and a sharp reduction 
in tourism and business travel 
could weaken the global economy 
and even cause a recession. That 
has sent stocks plummeting, with 
Wall Street suffering its worst 
week since the 2008 financial 
crisis. 


British health authorities said 
the number of people confirmed 
as infected rose by 12, bringing 
the country’s tally to 35, with one 
death. Most of the new cases in¬ 
volved people who had been in 
Italy or Iran, both countries hit 
hard by the outbreak. 

Islam’s holiest sites have been 
closed to foreign pilgrims, while 
professional baseball teams have 
played in deserted stadiums in 
Japan. Officials in France ad¬ 
vised people to forgo the cus¬ 
tomary kisses on the cheek upon 
greeting others. 


Whistleblower: Feds helping evacuees lacked virus protection 


By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A government whis¬ 
tleblower has filed a complaint alleging 
that some federal workers did not have 
the necessary protective gear or training 
when they were deployed to help Ameri¬ 
cans evacuated from China during the 
coronavirus outbreak. 

The complaint deals with Department 
of Health and Human Services employees 
sent to Travis and March Air Force bases 
in California to assist the quarantined 


evacuees. The Office of Special Counsel, 
a federal agency that investigates person¬ 
nel issues, confirmed on Thursday that it 
had received the unnamed whistleblower’s 
complaint and had opened a case. 

Rep. Jimmy Gomez, D-Calif, said the 
whistleblower recently contacted his of¬ 
fice, also alleging retaliation by higher-ups 
for having flagged safety issues. 

“My concern from the moment I heard 
it is that individuals at HHS are not taking 
the complaints of HHS employees serious¬ 
ly,” Gomez said in an interview. “Their su¬ 
periors are not supposed to brush them off 


By retaliating against people if they do call 
out a problem, that only discourages other 
people from ever reporting violations.” 

HHS said it was “evaluating the 
complaint.” 

“We take all whistleblower complaints 
very seriously and are providing the com¬ 
plainant all appropriate protections under 
the Whistleblower Protection Act,” HHS 
spokeswoman Caitlin Oakley said in a 
statement. 

Although team members had gloves 
at times and masks at other times, they 
lacked full protective gear and received no 


training on how to protect themselves in a 
viral hot zone, according to a description 
provided by the congressional office. They 
had no respirators. While helping the evac¬ 
uees, team members noticed that workers 
from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention were in full gear to protect 
them from getting sick. 

Gomez’s office said the high-ranking 
whistleblower complained to superiors and 
was given the choice of being reassigned or 
being fired. Gomez said as far as he knows 
none of the workers from the agency has 
become infected with the virus. 



Vahid Salemi/AP 

A pedestrian wearing a face mask crosses a square in western 
Tehran, Iran, on Saturday. 


Iran raises death toll to 54 from new virus 


By Nasser Karimi 

Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iran’s health 
ministry on Sunday raised the na¬ 
tionwide death toll from the new 
coronavirus to 54 as the num¬ 
ber of confirmed infected cases 
jumped overnight by more than 
half to 978 people. 

The ministry’s spokesman 
Kianoush Jahanpour said new 
cases were confirmed in a num¬ 
ber of cities, including Mashhad, 
which is home to Iran’s most 
important Shiite shrine that at¬ 


tracts pilgrims from across the 
region. Calls by Iran’s civilian 
government to clerics to close 
such shrines to the public have 
not been uniformly followed. The 
shrine in Mashhad is among those 
that have remained open. 

The new figures represent 11 
more deaths than reported on 
Saturday and a whopping 385 new 
cases of infections. The new num¬ 
bers, however, bring down the 
percentage of deaths to infections 
to around 5.5%. Still, that is much 
higher than other countries, sug¬ 


gesting the number of infections 
in Iran may be much higher than 
current figures show. 

Jahanpour said in his daily 
briefing that the number of cases 
is “still inclining" across Iran. 

Of the 385 newly confirmed 
cases, 170 are in Tehran, where 
schools and cinemas have re¬ 
mained closed for the second 
week. Public buses and the metro 
are still operating, but are being 
disinfected daily there. Authori¬ 
ties also doused busy streets in 
the capital. 
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VIRUS OUTBREAK _ 

Extended quarantine issued for crew of 7th Fleet 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — Ships in the 7th Fleet 
must spend at least 14 days at sea 
between port visits as nations in 
the region battle outbreaks of the 
new coronavirus, a Navy official 
told Stars and Stripes on Friday. 

The directive was issued to 
the vessels Wednesday “out of an 
abundance of caution” to moni¬ 
tor crews and prevent the spread 
of COVID-19, said the official, 
who declined to comment on the 
record. 

No 7th Fleet sailors have tested 
positive for coronavirus, accord¬ 
ing to the official. 


“This is about protecting the 
force and preventing spread to 
our allies and partners,” the of¬ 
ficial said. 

The move allows time to moni¬ 
tor crews for symptoms as they 
leave one port for the next. 

The 7th Fleet last week began 
having its ships plan for nine days 
between each port visit “to allow 
symptoms of COVID-19 to pres¬ 
ent prior to arrival to a new post,” 
according to a Feb. 20 unclassi¬ 
fied 7th Fleet document obtained 
Friday by Stars and Stripes. 

Pacific Fleet’s extended quar¬ 
antine is better aligned with 
the time it typically takes for 
coronavirus symptoms to ap¬ 


pear — between two to 14 days 
after exposure, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Protection. 

“Close working and living quar¬ 
ters in military and shipboard op¬ 
erations demand vigilant public 
health measures to prevent the 
acquisition, activation and spread 
of COVID-19,” 7th Fleet said Feb. 
15 in an unclassified email to its 
forces that Stars and Stripes ob¬ 
tained Friday. 

The Yokosuka-based 7th Fleet’s 
area of responsibility spans 124 
million square miles from the 
International Date Line to the 
India-Pakistan border and from 
the Kuril Islands to the Antarctic. 


Most COVID-19 cases have been 
reported in countries within this 
region. 

In China, where the outbreak 
originated, 79,824 people had 
tested positive for the coronavi¬ 
rus as of Sunday, The Associated 
Press reported. Another 2,133 
cases had been confirmed in 12 
countries in the 7th Fleet’s area 
of responsibility: 1,766 in South 
Korea; 186 in Japan; 93 in Singa¬ 
pore; and 23 in Australia. 

Forty cases had been reported 
in Thailand, where the 7th Fleet 
flagship USS Blue Ridge made a 
port visit Monday, according to 
WHO. 

Should a sailor at sea show 


symptoms of COVID-19 symp¬ 
toms — sneezing, coughing and 
shortness of breath — the Navy 
will isolate the crew member 
and test them for the virus. The 
test will then be sent to a lab for 
review in accordance with CDC 
guidelines, the Pacific Fleet offi¬ 
cial said. 

The 7th Fleet is also screening 
all personnel accessing its war¬ 
ships and aircraft for coronavirus 
exposure and symptoms, spokes¬ 
man Lt. Joe Keiley said Monday. 
The checks include question¬ 
naires, self-reporting opportuni¬ 
ties and other medical screening. 

doornbos7caitlin(i)stripes.com 

Twitter: (aCaitlinDoornbos 


DODEA keeps schools in 
Japan open, but students 
in S. Korea to stay home 


By Dave Ornauer 
AND Matthew Keeler 
Stars and Stripes 

URUMA, Okinawa — US. 
Defense Department schools in 
Japan will remain open, even 
though the nation’s public schools 
may close in March at the prime 
minister’s request due to concern 
of COVID-19 spreading further, 
school officials said Friday. 

Meanwhile, Defense Depart¬ 
ment schools for service mem¬ 
bers’ children in South Korea will 
remain closed through March 
6 with further announcements 
about closures coming that day, 
said officials with the Depart¬ 
ment of Defense Education Ac¬ 
tivity and US. Forces Korea on 
Friday. 

“The government of Japan rec¬ 
ommended that Japanese public 
schools close, extending their 
spring recess through March in 
light of COVID-19,” DODEA-Pa- 
cific chief of staff Todd Schlitz 
said in a statement. “However, 
in coordination with US. Forces 
Japan, the decision was made 
that DODEA-Japan and Okinawa 
schools will remain open.” 

The World Health Organization 
reported 186 cases of COVID-19 
in Japan, according to an update 
posted online Thursday. The 
new form of coronavirus first ap¬ 
peared in December in China, 
where it has struck hardest. 

DODEA-Pacific plans to take 
into account health and sanitary 
guidelines laid out by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven¬ 
tion, with any changes to be an¬ 
nounced as needed, Schlitz said. 

“This is an evolving situation, 
and we will continue to coordi¬ 
nate closely with [US. Forces 
Japan] to monitor the situation 
and assess continued school op¬ 
erations, providing any updates 
as situations arise,” he said. 

High school spring sports try¬ 
outs at DODEA schools in Japan 
can go on as scheduled, provided 
teams and schools follow com¬ 


mand and district guidelines, 
Schlitz said. 

Practice and tryouts can only 
take place on base and gatherings 
must be limited in size. “We will 
continue to assess the situation,” 
he said. 

The decision was made, Schlitz 
said, weighing the risks of stu¬ 
dents catching the virus against 
the realities of military life, du¬ 
ties, readiness, commitments and 
concerns of military families, sin¬ 
gle parents, sponsors who might 
deploy or work high-tempo jobs. 

In the case of schools in South 
Korea, the risk was deemed 
too high, forcing command and 
DODEA leaders in Korea to keep 
schools closed. 

“As we continue to assess the 
situation, we will continue to 
coordinate the decision regard¬ 
ing school closures on a weekly 
basis,” said a statement sent to 
parents Friday by the Osan Air 
Base school administration team. 

“We’re trying to take a proac¬ 
tive approach to keeping all of our 
students safe, all of our stakehold¬ 
ers safe,” said Donald Williams, 
principal of Osan Middle-High 
School, in a Facebook Live ses¬ 
sion on Friday afternoon. 

Online instruction for students 
in South Korea will continue as it 
has this week, officials said. 

“Just because they’re not physi¬ 
cally sitting in [a classroom] seat, 
there’s a lot of learning going on,” 
Humphreys garrison commander 
Col. Michael Tremblay said in a 
separate Facebook Live session. 

DODEA has no plans to cancel 
spring break, scheduled April 6- 
10, if online instruction stretches 
deep into March, Tremblay said. 
“They have not moved forward 
with that; they do not believe they 
have to do that,” he said. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Kim Gamei 
contributed to this report. 
ornauer.dave@stripes.com 
Twitter @daveornauer 
keeier.matthew@stripes.com 
Twitter: @l\/lattKeelerl231 
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Students from Joan K. Mendel Elementary School at Yokota Air Base, Japan, walk home after classes 
Friday. 
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Pentagon: Taliban deal allows more focns on China 



Rahmat Gul/AP 


U.S. Secretary of Defense Mark Esper, right, and Afghan President Ashraf Ghani, speak during a joint 
news conference in presidential palace in Kabul, Afghanistan, on Saturday. 


By Robert Burns 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration’s peace deal with 
the Taliban opens the door for an 
initial American troop withdraw¬ 
al that Defense Secretary Mark 
Esper sees as a step toward the 
broader goal of preparing for po¬ 
tential future war with China. 

Esper has his eye on “great 
power competition,” which means 
staying a step ahead of China and 
Russia on battlefields of the fu¬ 
ture, including in space and in 
next-generation strategic weap¬ 
ons like hypersonic missiles and 
advanced nuclear weapons. He 
sees China in particular as a ris¬ 
ing threat to American predomi¬ 
nance on the world stage. 

To do more to prepare for the 
China challenge, Esper wants to 
do less in Afghanistan, Iraq and 
other places. It’s less about mov¬ 
ing troops directly to Asia from 
elsewhere in the world, and more 
about reducing commitments 
in lower-priority regions so that 
more military units can train to¬ 
gether at home on skills related 
to conventional warfare. Prede¬ 
cessors in the Pentagon have had 
similar hopes, only to be drawn 
back to crises in the greater Mid¬ 
dle East. In the past year alone, 
the U.S. has sent an extra 20,000 
troops to the Middle East, mainly 
due to worries about Iran. 

With President Donald Trump’s 
emphasis on ending America’s 
wars against extremists and in¬ 
surgents, including in Afghani¬ 
stan, Esper wants to bring home 
as many troops as he thinks he 
prudently can so they can pre¬ 
pare for “high-end” warfare. 

Stephen Biddle, a policy ana¬ 
lyst and Columbia University 


professor of international and 
public affairs, is skeptical that 
the Pentagon will be able to fully 
shift away from Afghanistan and 
other regional hot spots like Iraq, 
recalling that the Obama admin¬ 
istration tried the same thing 

— also with China’s rise in mind 

— in the 2011-14 period. 

“The trouble was the Islamic 
State burst onto the scene,” in 
Iraq and Syria, Biddle said in an 
interview, and “lo and behold it 
was right back to a focus on the 
Middle East and small wars.” 

In remarks Saturday in Kabul, 
Esper kept the focus on prospects 
for a complete United States with¬ 
drawal, while cautioning that the 
U.S. “will not hesitate” to strike at. 


what he called, terrorist threats in 
Afghanistan if the Taliban falters 
in its promise to prevent extrem¬ 
ist groups to use Afghan soil to 
launch attacks on the homelands 
of the U.S. or its allies. 

“We still have a long way to go,” 
Esper said. 

Reducing U.S. troop levels in 
Afghanistan to zero is “our ul¬ 
timate objective,” he said, but 
added that it will take “many 
months.” 

The Pentagon has not publicly 
spelled out a precise timetable for 
troop reductions in Afghanistan, 
but Esper has said that the peace 
deal signed Saturday in Doha, 
Qatar, by American officials and 
Taliban representatives triggers 


the start of a drawdown from the 
current total of nearly 13,000 to 
about 8,600, similar to the num¬ 
ber Trump inherited when he 
entered the White House three 
years ago. The reduction won’t 
happen immediately; it will be 
carried out over a period of sev¬ 
eral months and could be slowed, 
stopped or even reversed if peace 
prospects turn sour. 

Secretary of State Mike Pom- 
peo on Sunday said that the U.S. 
will hold the Taliban and Afghan 
national security forces to their 
commitments to reduce the level 
of violence and predicted a “rocky 
and bumpy” path ahead. 

“It’s not about trust, it’s about 
what happens on the ground not 


only yesterday, which was an 
important day, but in the days to 
follow,” he told CBS’ “Face the 
Nation.” 

Gen. Mark Milley, chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and a 
former commander of U.S. forc¬ 
es in Afghanistan, told a House 
committee on Wednesday, “The 
whole thing is dependent upon 
conditions and dependent upon 
Taliban behavior.” 

A U.S. withdrawal, while con¬ 
ditioned on Taliban compliance, 
raises questions not just about the 
country’s stability, but also the 
prospects for continuing to com¬ 
bat non-Taliban extremists such 
as al-Qaida and the Islamic State 
affiliate in Afghanistan. Some in 
Congress, including Republican 
Rep. Liz Cheney of Wyoming, 
are pressing Pentagon officials 
for assurances that they will not 
cooperate or coordinate with 
the Taliban as a counterterror 
partner. 

It would be “lunacy,” Cheney 
said Wednesday, to trust the 
Taliban, which was running 
Afghanistan and harboring al- 
Qaida when U.S. forces invaded 
in October 2001. As part of the 
negotiated deal with Washington, 
the Taliban promised not to let al- 
Qaida use the country as a stag¬ 
ing ground for attacking the U.S. 
or its allies. 

If the peace process succeeds 
and the U.S. ends up withdraw¬ 
ing entirely, it might opt for an 
“over-the-horizon” counterter¬ 
rorism force. In that case, U.S. 
special operations troops would 
be stationed in one or more near¬ 
by countries such as Uzbekistan, 
and slip in and out of Afghanistan 
when necessary to monitor or to 
attack al-Qaida or ISIS fighters. 


Snag: Certain conditions of US-Taliban peace deal are still unclear 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Taliban prevent terrorists from 
operating in Afghanistan, hold 
peace talks and stop waging war 
on the U.S. and its partners, the 
U.S. and the foreign coalition 
would begin a phased withdrawal 
that would end in 14 months. 

But details of the conditions 
that would allow U.S. and coali¬ 
tion forces to leave are unclear. 

The document says the troop 
drawdown will be contingent on 
the Taliban fulfilling their coun¬ 
terterrorism assurances and that 
the militant group needs to “initi¬ 


ate” intra-Afghan talks. 

“The agreement is interesting 
in that it does not say, ‘The U.S. 
will finally withdraw if the Tal¬ 
iban and the Afghan government 
reach a full political settlement,”’ 
said Andrew Watkins, a senior Af¬ 
ghanistan analyst at International 
Crisis Group. “There seems to be 
a lot of legal room for the United 
States on what the conditionality 
really means.” 

The ambiguity comes amid 
concerns by some in Afghanistan 
that the US., in its eagerness to 
end its longest war, might with¬ 


draw even if the country forfeits 
the gains it has made in areas like 
women’s rights, education and 
press freedom. 

Details on extending a period 
of reduced violence were also 
missing from the deal. 

The Taliban said that a seven- 
day period of reduced violence 
last week had ended when they 
inked the deal. U.S. officials have 
said, however, that the deal would 
be void if violence accelerated. 

Ghani on Sunday said that Af¬ 
ghan forces would maintain re¬ 
duced violence levels in the hopes 


it would lead to a complete cease¬ 
fire once the intra-Afghan talks 
begin. 

“Conveying messages under¬ 
scoring importance of keeping 
down violence is good,” Laurel 
Miller, former U.S. acting Special 
Representative for Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, said on Twitter. 
“But if this is a de facto US con¬ 
dition outside the actual terms of 
the deal, then there is room for 
conflicting understandings of 
what has been agreed.” 

Despite the deal’s shortcom¬ 
ings and the argument over 


prisoner releases, Michael Kugel- 
man, deputy director of the Asia 
program at the Wilson Center in 
Washington, said that it was too 
early to judge the accord. 

“You can be critical all you 
like, it is certainly an imperfect 
deal,” Kugelman said. “But at the 
end of the day, this deal puts Af¬ 
ghanistan in its best position ever 
to launch a peace process and end 
this war.” 

Stars and Stripes reporters J.P. 
Lawrence and Zubair Babakarkhail 
contributed to this report 
wellman.phillip@stripes.com 


Medal of Honor recipient Matthew Williams promoted to sergeant major 


Stars and Stripes 

The Army promoted Medal of 
Honor recipient Matthew Wil¬ 
liams to sergeant mqjor in a cer¬ 
emony at Fort Bragg, N.C., on 
Friday. 

In a Defense Department re¬ 
lease, Williams was lauded Fri¬ 
day by his 3rd Special Forces 


Group commander. Col. Nathan 
Prussian, as a “great soldier who 
is incredibly humble.” 

Williams’ ability to serve and 
lead in and out of combat was re¬ 
flected during his promotion cer¬ 
emony, the release said. 

“There is not a more deserv¬ 
ing person in the force to receive 
a promotion of this magnitude,” 


said Prussian. 

In a ceremony at the White 
House in October, President 
Donald Trump presented Wil¬ 
liams with the nation’s highest 
military award for heroism Wil¬ 
liams exhibited during combat in 
Afghanistan. 

Williams’ actions, according 
to Pentagon records, allowed the 


team of 12 Green Berets — Oper¬ 
ational Detachment-Alpha 3336 
— and some 100 Afghan com¬ 
mandos to escape a savage, six- 
hour gunbattle on April 6, 2008, 
in eastern Nuristan province, 
which would become known as 
the Battle of Shok Valley. 

Williams was quoted in Fri¬ 
day’s release saying that he looks 


forward “to continuing to lead 
and serve the regiment and do 
the best I can to develop, men¬ 
tor, advise and bring up Green 
Berets.” 

He will continue to serve with¬ 
in the Special Forces community 
as a sergeant mqjor, the release 
said. 
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Candidates appeal to black 
voters on 'Bloody Sunday’ 



Butch Dill/AP 

Stacy Abrams speaks at the unity breakfast Sunday in Selma, Ala. 


By Jay Reeves 
Associated Press 

SELMA, Ala. — Democratic 
presidential candidates gathered 
Sunday in this crucible of the 
civil rights movement to appeal 
for black support in a town where 
demonstrators were once beaten 
for marching for the right to vote. 

Two days before the crucial 
Super Tuesday vote, themes of 
fighting voter suppression, pro¬ 
viding the poor with a way up 
and defeating President Donald 
Trump took center stage at events 
marking the 55th anniversary of 
“Bloody Sunday,” when white po¬ 
lice attacked black marchers in 
Selma, Ala. 

Just hours after strong support 
by black voters in South Caro¬ 
lina lifted Joe Biden to his first 
primary victory, the former vice 
president was set to speak during 
the morning worship at historic 
Brown Chapel AME Church, 


where former New York Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg also planned 
to talk. The two split the endorse¬ 
ments of leading black political 
groups in Alabama, one of 14 
states voting on Tuesday. 

Those two candidates plus 
Sens. Elizabeth Warren and Amy 
Klobuchar and former Mayor 
Pete Buttigieg were scheduled 
to join marchers re-enacting the 
walk across the steel-arched Ed¬ 
mund Pettus Bridge that ended 
in mayhem decades ago. Tom 
Steyer also is attending despite 
suspending his campaign after a 
poor showing in South Carolina. 

Rep. Terri Sewell, the lone 
black member of Alabama’s 
congressional delegation, urged 
hundreds of people attending a 
community breakfast to vote for 
Biden and enable “a return to 
civility.” 

“Joe Biden not only knows me, 
he knows you,” she said. 


Alabama state troopers beat 
and tear-gassed hundreds of vot¬ 
ing-rights demonstrators trying to 
march from Selma to Montgom¬ 
ery, the capital, on March 7,1965. 
Only 25 at the time and years 
away from joining Congress, Rep. 
John Lewis led the marchers and 
was among the injured. 

The confrontation both set the 
stage for the massive Selma-to- 
Montgomery voting rights march 
led by the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. weeks later and helped 
inspire passage of the Voting 
Rights Act later that year. 

The years since have been 
tough on Selma, where shuttered 
businesses and vacant, dilapidat¬ 
ed homes stand just blocks from 
magnificent antebellum man¬ 
sions. The city and surrounding 
Dallas County typically have 
some of the highest jobless rates 
in the state. 

The town’s population is steadi¬ 


ly declining, and Census statistics 
show 41% of the estimated 17,800 
people who remain live in pover¬ 
ty. About 82% of the town’s resi¬ 
dents are black, and both schools 
and neighborhoods are mostly 
segregated by race with blacks 
attending public schools and 
whites attending private acad¬ 
emies. Crime, much of it linked 
to gangs, is a constant problem, 
authorities say. 

Selma Mayor Darrio Melton 
endorsed Biden as someone who 


could help. 

“Joe understands the issues 
families in Selma and communi¬ 
ties across the country face,” he 
said. 

Located about 50 miles west 
of Montgomery, Selma has deep 
ties to both civil rights and the 
Civil War. Aside from being the 
site of Bloody Sunday, the Ed¬ 
mund Pettus Bridge is named for 
a Confederate general and U.S. 
senator who advocated for white 
supremacy. 


Biden wins S. Carolina primary 



Tom Gralish, The Philadelphia Inquirer/AP 


Democratic presidential candidate and former Vice President Joe 
Biden speaks during his primary election night rally in Columbia, 
S.C., Saturday, after winning the South Carolina primary. 


Bloomberg banking on Fla., 
provided he makes it that far 


Associated Press 

COLUMBIA, S.C. — Joe Biden 
said Sunday he can “unite this 
country, the whole country” after 
scoring a thundering victory in 
South Carolina’s Democratic pri¬ 
mary that could force moderate 
rivals out of the race and blunt the 
rise of progressive leader Bemie 
Sanders. 

Biden vowed he would improve 
his campaign operation, his fund¬ 
raising haul — and even his own 
performance — as the race push¬ 
es toward Super Tuesday, making 
the case he is the candidate that 
can win up and down the ballot 
and in states beyond those voting 
next week. 

“I feel good,” Biden said on 
ABC’s “This Week.” “I can win 
and I can bring along Democratic 
victories.” 

Biden commanded the air¬ 
waves with back-to-back inter¬ 
views after Saturday’s win, which 
came on the strength of African 
American support and at a peril¬ 
ous moment in his 2020 bid. He 
needed an emphatic rebound 
after underwhelming perfor¬ 
mances this month in Iowa, New 
Hampshire and Nevada. 

The race now pivots to the 14 
states from Maine to California 
that vote on Tuesday in what in 
effect will be a national primary 
in a race increasingly becoming 
a match-up between the two pow¬ 
erhouses representing divergent 
paths for the party. 

Pressure is mounting on the 
trailing candidates to justify their 
campaigns or step aside so Biden 
can engage in a more direct 
match-up against Sanders, who 
heads into the coming week eager 
to surpass his rivals in amassing 
delegates for the nomination. 

Biden made his own direct at¬ 


tack on Sanders saying, “The 
people aren’t looking for revolu¬ 
tion. They’re looking for results.” 

Biden won about three times as 
many delegates in South Carolina 
as Sanders, his nearest rival, giv¬ 
ing a momentary respite to anx¬ 
ious Democrats who feared that 
the democratic socialist would 
finish February with four con¬ 
secutive top finishes that would 
make it difficult for anyone to 
overtake him. 

Even with the victory, the 
shortcomings of Biden’s cam¬ 
paign remain, including a lack of 
robust funding and organization, 
and next week for the first time 
he will face Mike Bloomberg, a 
billionaire who has spent more 
than $500 million advertising in 
the Super Tuesday states. 

The South Carolina primary 


was the first mgjor test of the 
candidates’ appeal among black 
voters. That courtship will con¬ 
tinue on Sunday when many of 
the White House hopefuls travel 
to Selma, Ala., to participate in 
ceremonies commemorating civil 
rights heroism. 

A number of states that vote 
on Super Tuesday, including Ala¬ 
bama, Tennessee, North Carolina 
and Virginia, have substantial 
black populations. 

Biden won 63% of the votes cast 
by African Americans. He also 
did well with older voters, women, 
moderates and conservatives and 
regular churchgoers, according 
to AP VoteCast. 

There was also evidence that 
Biden’s status as Obama’s two- 
term vice president helped him 
win over African Americans. 


Associated Press 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla.—A. J. 
Broome is a 56-year-old married 
gay man living in St. Petersburg, 
Florida. Until recently, he was 
torn over who to pick in the Flor¬ 
ida primary. 

“I was looking at Pete But¬ 
tigieg and Bernie Sanders. They 
intrigued me. Bernie was about 
real change. And Pete was a 
newcomer,” Broome said. Then, 
an alternative emerged: for¬ 
mer New York City Mayor Mike 
Bloomberg. 

“There you go. He’s the one 
who’s going to be able to fight 
Trump,” Broome said. “Bloom¬ 
berg really can’t be blackmailed. 
There’s nothing that Trump can 
do to Bloomberg. Bloomberg is 
like Teflon to Trump.” 

But it’s an open question wheth¬ 
er Broome will get a chance to 
cast a vote for his preferred can¬ 
didate. Bloomberg has showered 
Florida with attention, both in 
advertising and campaign infra¬ 
structure. But it is possible that 
he will no longer be in the race if 
he does not do well in the Super 
Tuesday primaries. He plans to 
be in Florida when those results 
start to come in. 

With his vast resources, Bloom¬ 
berg was able to build a national 
political organization from a 
standing start. On Tuesday, that 
effort will get its first test. If he 
does well, then the money spent 
on Florida and other states that 
follow will seem prescient. 

Vermont Sen. Bernie Sand¬ 
ers’ strong showings in the first 
three contests for the nomina¬ 
tion and former Vice President 
Joe Biden’s blowout win in South 
Carolina give both the kind of 


momentum that Bloomberg has 
yet to achieve. 

And states like Florida, always 
critical in a presidential elec¬ 
tion with its 219 delegates, will 
be among the most important 
arbiters of who the Democrats 
choose. 

It’s neither as liberal as Califor¬ 
nia nor as conservative as Texas. 
The median age is older than 
that of the nation — 42.2 years 
compared with 38.2. In the 2016 
Democratic primary, Sanders 
received 33% of the vote, while 
Clinton received a resounding 
64%. Trump won the 2016 gener¬ 
al election here by 1.2 percentage 
points. 

Given the state’s decidedly 
purple status, Floridians who 
aren’t entirely comfortable with 
Sanders’ fiery rhetoric or the lag¬ 
ging candidacies of the rest of the 
field are looking to Bloomberg. 
Last week, a group of a dozen 
supporters gathered in a bunga- 
low-turned-office building just 
outside of downtown Tampa to 
watch the South Carolina debate. 
Adorned with balloons, it’s one 
of the candidate’s many offices 
around Florida. 

Bloomberg has also drawn 
some key endorsements in the 
state, including from former gu¬ 
bernatorial candidate Alex Sink 
and former Miami Mayor Manny 
Diaz. Former Tampa Mayor Bob 
Buckhorn, who also is supporting 
Bloomberg, says you can’t dis¬ 
count his resources. 

“Who votes? Who votes con¬ 
sistently? Older folks. It’s not the 
young kids. It is senior citizens," 
Buckhorn said. “I think those ads, 
as well done as they are, are going 
to find fertile ground in Florida.” 
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Teens may love TikTok video app too much 


By Tali Arbel 

Associated Press 

From the perspective of teens, TikTok is 
a major new outlet for self-expression, one 
proudly home to the silly, the loud and the 
weird. 

To others, the Chinese-owned online 
video service is an unnerving black box that 
could be sharing information with the Chi¬ 
nese government, facilitating espionage, or 
just promoting videos and songs some par¬ 
ents consider lewd. (TikTok denies the first 
two concerns and says it’s working on the 
third.) 

Welcome to the bifurcated world of Tik¬ 
Tok, an emerging social-media power¬ 
house that lets users create and share short 
videos, many no longer than 15 seconds. 
“That’s where the Gen Z party is,’’ says 
Kory Marchisotto, chief marketer for e.l.f. 
Cosmetics. “That’s where they’re all hang¬ 
ing out.” 

There’s little doubt that TikTok users 
find it irresistible. But TikTok is also the 
subject of a U.S. national-security review 
and a Pentagon ban. U.S. lawmakers are 
worried about national security and cen¬ 
sorship risks posed by TikTok’s Chinese 
ownership. 

TikTok draws so much attention because 
it’s the first China-owned social-media ser¬ 
vice to make serious inroads in the West. 
It’s a smash in the U.S. and other countries, 
attracting celebrities and companies eager 
to reach kids and young adults disconnect¬ 
ed from traditional media. The NFL has 
an account. So do Chipotle, Reese Wither¬ 
spoon, and The Washington Post. The U.S. 
Army previously used it to recruit soldiers. 

People have downloaded TikTok 1.65 bil¬ 
lion times, the analysis firm Sensor Tower 
estimates. In 2019, it was the second-most 
downloaded app in the Apple and Google 
app stores, trailing only WhatsApp. Re¬ 
search firm eMarketer estimates that Tik¬ 
Tok roughly doubled its U.S. user base to 



A TikTok image from a smart phone 
in New York is shown. Teens love the 
Chinese-owned video app, but others 
think the service could be sharing 
information with the Chinese government. 


37.2 million in 2019. 

To many users, what’s special is TikTok’s 
goofiness and sense of genuine fun. To use, 
just download the app and start swiping 
through videos. You don’t have to friend 
anyone or search for anything to watch. If 
you don’t go looking for it, you might not 
ever come across angry political discus¬ 


sions, much less envy-generating vacation 
shots from friends. Instead, you’ll likely en¬ 
counter a barrage of funny, meme-y videos 
from total strangers that TikTok spools up 
for you, personalizing the feed as you go. 

Politics, of course, is still there; so is 
the social-media plague of misinforma¬ 
tion. TikTok says it prohibits harmful 
misinformation. 

TikTok makes money from ads, and 
sometimes the campaigns aren’t readily 
identifiable as ads. Companies can start 
hashtag-based “challenges” that invite 
users to participate by posting their own 
videos, often incorporating a particular 
dance or dance move. 

A Chinese startup, ByteDance, launched 
TikTok internationally over two years ago. 
It then bought Musically, another Chinese 
video service popular with teens in the U.S. 
and Europe. ByteDance combined the two, 
but kept TikTok separate from a twin ser¬ 
vice called Douyin, which it offers only in 
China. Until recently, Chinese social media 
services, built in a country hemmed in by 
censorship, have largely been confined to a 
domestic audience. 

TikTok’s rise, fueled in part by ads on 
Facebook, Instagram and Snapchat, has 
in turn shaken those U.S. services. The 
company behind Snapchat started listing 
TikTok as a competitor in 2019. Facebook, 
which famously copies features of its rivals, 
launched a knockoff called Lasso in 2018 
and added TikTok-ian video-editing fea¬ 
tures to Instagram. 

Beyond rivalries, concerns range from 
the sexual nature of some videos to censor¬ 
ship by China’s communist government. 

India and Indonesia temporarily banned 
TikTok because of worries about children. 
Anastasia Basil, a Los Angeles writer 
whose children are 10 and 12, says she was 
upset by the explicit lyrics in songs and “ex¬ 
tremes of sexualized content” she saw. Her 
10-year-old’s best friend loves TikTok, she 
says; she told the friend’s mother not to let 


Basil’s daughter use it during sleepovers. 

TikTok is working hard to ensure that 
it’s a “safe and positive environment,” says 
Kudzi Chikumbu, the company’s head of 
creator partnerships. 

TikTok has fleshed out its community 
guidelines on what’s allowed. It offers a 
restricted mode for inappropriate content 
and limited accounts for under-13 users, al¬ 
though it doesn’t verify ages. Last year, the 
company agreed to a $5.7 million U.S fine 
over collecting personal information from 
kids under 13. 

But many security experts worry about 
the information sucked up by the service. 
People’s social connections, biometric data 
and interests that would be useful to an 
advertiser could also assist a hostile gov¬ 
ernment in cultivating spies or tracking 
dissidents, says John Dermody, a former 
official with the National Security Council 
and Department of Homeland Security. 

These national-security worries paral¬ 
lel a broader U.S. security crackdown on 
Chinese companies and President Donald 
Trump’s trade war with China. A U.S. na¬ 
tional-security agency is reviewing Byte- 
Dance’s Musically deal, while the Army, 
Navy and Marine Corps recently banned 
service members and personnel from in¬ 
stalling TikTok on government-issued 
phones. 

Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg has 
criticized TikTok for allegedly censoring 
protests. Newsreports have asserted that 
TikTok has banned videos and topics in 
line with Beijing’s own censorship rules. 

TikTok now insists that it doesn’t do so, 
nor would it even if the Chinese govern¬ 
ment asked it to. As for spying, the compa¬ 
ny denies it and says it stores U.S. user data 
in the U.S. and Singapore, not China. 

Not everyone buys that. The Chinese 
government “can exert a fair amount of soft 
pressure” and get what it wants, says Chris 
Calabrese of the U.S. tech watchdog group 
Center for Democracy & Technology. 


Militia infiltrating Texas police bent on rebellion 


By Bud Kennedy 

Fort Worth Star-Telegram 

FORT WORTH, Texas — A 
revolution-minded, conspiracy- 
bent militia group named the 
Oath Keepers is recruiting law 
officers in Hood County to take 
up arms in what the founder pre¬ 
dicts will be a “bloody civil war” 
against the U.S. government. 

A national director of the Las 
Vegas-based Oath Keepers, John 
D. Shirley, moved to rural Hood 
County in 2015 and has been ap¬ 
pointed by county commissioners 
as a constable, giving him both 
access to confidential information 
and a political platform to recruit 
more militia members. 

A regional recruitment rally 
announced for Monday was can¬ 
celed by Harbor Lakes Golf Club, 
citing misrepresentation. It was 
supposed to launch Shirley’s 
“Oath Keepers of Hood County” 
chapter. 

The Oath Keepers’ current 
recruiting pitch focuses on gun 
rights and the Second Amend¬ 
ment. But unlike other gun lib¬ 
ertarians, the Oath Keepers 
promote paranoid fears of a “New 
World Order” conspiracy and 
spread veiled anti-Semitism in 



Shirley 


I distrusting 
“elites,” simi- 
I lar to discred¬ 
ited Austin 
showbiz per¬ 
sonality Alex 
I Jones. 

Mainly, the 
I group asks 
for money. Its 
website begs 
law officers and veterans to mili¬ 
tarize and also pay $1,200 for a 
“lifetime membership” or $50- 
$120 for annual memberships. 

“They view themselves as 
ready to rise up” to oppose the 
government, said Mark Pitcavage 
of the Anti-Defamation League, 
which watches militia hobbyists 
and so-called patriot-movement 
groups along with monitoring 
neo-Nazis and race or religious 
hate groups. 

Officially, the Oath Keepers are 
nonpartisan and nondiscrimina- 
tory. The ADL labels the group as 
“anti-government extremist.” 

But the group rose in 2009 
along with the Tea Party months 
after the election of President 
Barack Obama. 

Founder Stewart Rhodes had 
worked and campaigned for U.S. 
Rep. Ron Paul, a gun-libertarian 


Republican. 

Accusing “pencil-neck law¬ 
yers” of conspiring against gun 
owners, Rhodes said “they know 
we will resist. And that’s precise¬ 
ly why they want your semi-auto¬ 
matic rifles ... They are useful in 
resisting tyranny.” 

The Oath Keepers’ mantra is 
a list of 10 “Orders We Will Not 
Obey” — say, turning cities into 
concentration camps or forcing 
Americans into detention camps. 

Neither seems likely in Hood 
County. 

At the height of the recent de¬ 
bate over new stricter Virginia 
gun laws, Rhodes said in a speech: 
“We are being pushed toward a 
revolutionary war.” 

He blamed presidential candi¬ 
date Mike Bloomberg and Demo¬ 
cratic campaign donor George 
Soros, both of Jewish descent, 
using the term “elites.” 

“Texans beware — they’re 
coming for us,” he said. 

Shirley, a retired Houston po¬ 
lice officer, has said that he was 
one of Rhodes’ first allies in 2009 
and spoke at a 2009 Tea Party 
rally, calling for law officers and 
veterans to organize. He has been 
described as the group’s law en¬ 
forcement recruiter. 


He operates a false Twitter ac¬ 
count, “@HoodCoTxConst2,” that 
is labeled as the public office’s 
official Twitter feed, but actu¬ 
ally contains personal political 
content. 

It uses the official badge as art¬ 
work. Commenters or those send¬ 
ing direct messages may falsely 
believe they are sending informa¬ 
tion to a law enforcement agency 
and not to a political account. 

The badge appears to be used 
illegally for a private political 
account. 

In a guest column in the online 
publication Hood County Today, 
Shirley wrote that the Oath Keep¬ 
ers shouldn’t be called anti-gov¬ 
ernment, because “I am a public 
servant OF the government.” 

Shirley’s Democratic opponent, 
Vance Keyes of Fort Worth, said 
that the Oath Keepers have no 
place in law enforcement. 

“I am absolutely concerned 
about militia groups infiltrating 
law enforcement,” Keyes wrote. 

“Their presence in policing un¬ 
dermines our obligation and abil¬ 
ity to provide impartial justice ... 
free from the thinly veiled, and 
often outright, racial bias that 
exist in such organizations. 


Recruiter 
fired after 
assembly 
actions 

Associated Press 

OKLAHOMA CITY — A col¬ 
lege recruiter was fired after high 
school students in Oklahoma City 
said that he had them line up by 
the color of their skin and then by 
their hair texture. 

Harding Charter Preparatory 
High School student Korey Todd 
told KFOR-TV that during the 
Feb. 24 assembly, the recruiter 
from Oklahoma Christian Uni¬ 
versity “barely talked about the 
school itself.” 

“He was like, ‘All right, let’s play 
a little game,”’ Todd said. “Then 
he said, ‘Okay everyone, now line 
up from darkest to lightest skin 
complexion.’” 

The 11th graders were then 
told to shuffle again. Student Rio 
Brown said, “He told us to line 
up nappiest hair in the back and 
straightest hair in the front.” 

Todd said that the recruiter 
didn’t “rationalize” the purpose of 
the activity. 
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Greg Eans, The (Owensboro, Ky.) Messenger-Inquirer/AP 

Pulling his weight 

Daviess County High School senior Brady Huckleberry pulls a John Deere 1025R sub-compact tractor with classmate Ethan Carmon at the 
wheel as he competes in the Future Farmers of America Tractor Pull, part of the school’s activities celebrating FFA Week in Owensboro, Ky. 


This weight in pounds of a state record-breaking iake 
trout caught by ice fisherman Thomas Knight on 
Big Diamond Pond in West Stewartstown, N.H. The 

previous record-holder was a 28-pound trout caught 
in 1958. “Most state records, when bested, are done 
so by only a few ounces," said fisheries biologist Andy 
Schafermeyer, who estimates the 40-inch-long fish was between 50 and 60 years 
old. “This fish is now the largest lake trout caught in all of New England.” 


THE CENSUS 

37.7 


Teens steal hearse, 
crash into utility pole 

COLUMBUS — Two 
Ohio teens stole a 
hearse—with a body inside—for 
a quick joyride before crashing 
into a utility pole, officials said. 

The two teenagers hijacked 
the vehicle after finding the keys 
in the ignition outside a funeral 
home, according to the Columbus 
Police Department. 

The two teens, who have not 
been arrested, hit another vehicle 
with the hearse after witnesses 
saw them doing donuts in a school 
parking lot nearby. 

Bob Spears, owner of Spears 
Funeral Home, said the fu¬ 
neral had already taken place 
for the individual in the casket, 
and the body was scheduled for 
cremation. 

Police chase stolen 
ambulance, nab driver 

n A PHILADELPHIA — A 
Wi r\ man stole an ambu¬ 
lance and tried to run over an of¬ 
ficer who shot him three times, 
leading to a low-speed chase that 
lasted more than an hour, author¬ 
ities said. 

Authorities were called to a 
motel in northeast Philadelphia 
for reports of a domestic dis¬ 
turbance involving a man and a 
woman that necessitated medical 
attention for one or more parties, 
Staff Inspector Sekou Kinebrew 
of the Philadelphia police said. 

The man became combative 
and jumped into the ambulance, 
driving at one of the officers who 
medics called for backup, Kine¬ 
brew said. 

During the ensuing police pur¬ 
suit, the ambulance traveled at 
speeds between 10 and 25 mph. 

Two marked police vehicles 
were struck, Kinebrew said. 

Girl Scouts hand-deliver 
cookies to veterans 

WOODBURY — Girl 
I Scout cookies are typi¬ 
cally sold through fundraisers, 
door-to-door or online. But 45 
lucky US. veterans received 
hand-wrapped boxes delivered to 
their homes. 

As a thank you to veterans for 
their service, local Brownies de¬ 
livered the cookies with the help 
of Woodbury firefighters. 

Carrie Petrucci, a Woodbury 
resident and troop leader, said 
this is the second year that the 
Brownies have partnered with the 
Woodbury Volunteer Fire Depart¬ 
ment to donate Girl Scout cookies 
to veterans as part of the Valen¬ 
tine’s for Veterans program. 

Petrucci said the money to 
buy the cookies for the veterans 
comes from donations that people 
make through the Cookies for He¬ 
roes program. 

Police respond when 
family duck euthanized 

Kl H/l SANTA FE — A New 
I w I Mexico grandfather’s 
effort to euthanize the family 
duck drew police after residents 
reported multiple shots fired. 

Santa Fe police initially confis¬ 
cated a handgun from Lorenzo 


Pacheco, who had fired four shots 
at the bird, the Santa Fe New 
Mexican reported. 

His granddaughter, Kaelyn Pa¬ 
checo, said officers showed com¬ 
passion toward him after learning 
he had carried out the shooting in 
an act of mercy. 

She said the duck, a family 
pet, had become paralyzed and 
couldn’t walk, and it also had an 
eye infection. 

Man killed after jumping 
from ambulance 

ENCINITAS — A man 
jumped out of the back 
of a moving ambulance and was 
struck by a car and killed on an 
interstate near San Diego, au¬ 
thorities said. 

The man, 23, slipped out of re¬ 
straints and pushed past the at¬ 
tendant to open the ambulance’s 
rear door, California Highway 
Patrol Officer Mark Latulippe 
said. 

The patient landed in south¬ 
bound lanes of Interstate 5 in En¬ 
cinitas and managed to jump the 
center divider. As the man sprint¬ 
ed across northbound lanes he 
was struck by a BMW, Latulippe 
said. He died at the scene. 

University solicits notes 
from brotbel interview 

I I OGDEN — Notes from 
I a newspaper interview 
with a Utah brothel owner nearly 


70 years ago have drawn wide¬ 
spread interest from people who 
want a shot at deciphering the 
cryptic shorthand. 

Weber State University re¬ 
ceived hundreds of offers to de¬ 
cipher notes from an interview 
with Ogden madame Rossette 
Duccinni Davie, The Standard- 
Examiner reported. 

Davie and her husband ran the 
Rose Rooms brothel in the 1940s 
and 1950s. 

Standard-Examiner reporter 
Bert Strand conducted the inter¬ 
view in 1951, but no one could read 
his decades-old shorthand style. 
His notes were recently discov¬ 
ered in a box of photos from the 
1970s. The university accepted 
seven transcriptions and is slowly 
piecing together the puzzle. 

Authorities seize 
alligator from basement 

U GROVEPORT — Au- 
thorities in Ohio seized 
an alligator that was being kept in 
the basement of a home. 


According to a Facebook post 
from the Madison Township Po¬ 
lice Department, the owner of the 
25-year-old reptile did not have 
an exotic animal permit and vol¬ 
untarily surrendered the animal. 

State wildlife officials retrieved 
the animal from the Groveport 
residence. The American Alliga¬ 
tor was taken to an animal sanc¬ 
tuary in Myrtle Beach, S.C. 

Spelunkers rescue 
hunting dog from cave 

I ly CAMPBELLSBURG 
11^ — A champion hunting 

dog that followed a raccoon into 
a southern Indiana cave and got 
stuck was rescued after spelunk¬ 
ers squeezed through the cave’s 
cramped entrance and found the 
dog on an underground ledge. 

BuzzMan, a 5-year-old coon 
hound, was pursuing a raccoon 
during a sanctioned hunt spon¬ 
sored by the Campbellsburg 
Coon Hunters Club when he 
went missing in the Washington 
County cave. The signal from his 


GPS collar stopped at the cave’s 
entrance. 

Logan Ray, who helped orga¬ 
nize the hunt, and the dog’s owner 
contacted an Indiana conserva¬ 
tion officer, who in turn contacted 
two spelunkers who volunteered 
to look for the dog in the cave. 

Volunteers eventually found 
BuzzMan on Sunday about 600 
feet inside on a ledge. 

Ray said BuzzMan is a Profes¬ 
sional Kennel Club Gold Champi¬ 
on and the dog has won more than 
$11,000 in competitions. 

Brothers sentenced for 
fight in hospital room 

||i|P ELLSWORTH — 
I w I b Three brothers who 
fought with police officers in 
their dying grandmother’s hospi¬ 
tal room were each sentenced to 
a few days in jail. 

Byron Grant, 35; Brighton 
Sawyer, 22, and Dirk Sawyer, 23, 
all pleaded guilty to refusing to 
submit and criminal mischief, the 
Bangor Daily News reported. 

The three men were arrested 
Jan. 20 after Brighton Sawyer al¬ 
legedly threatened another driver 
as the three were driving to the 
hospital to visit their grandmoth¬ 
er. The other driver thought he 
had been threatened with a gun, 
according to a police report. Po¬ 
lice pursued the brothers inside 
the hospital to their grandmoth¬ 
er’s room. 

From wire reports 
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Gunshots break 
up Guaido march 
held in Venezuela 



Juan Guaido Press Office/AP 


A man aims a gun at a crowd that includes opposition leader Juan 
Guaido, center right in light blue shirt, facing the gunman, during a 
rally in Barquisimeto, Venezuela, on Siaturday. 


Associated Press 

CARACAS, Venezuela — So¬ 
cialist hardliners in Venezu¬ 
ela opened fire during a march 
headed by Juan Guaido, injuring 
a 16-year-old demonstrator and 
adding to tensions in the country 
as the opposition leader seeks to 
revive his campaign to oust Nico¬ 
las Maduro. 

A photo of the confrontation 
shows a masked man brandishing 
a pistol pointed toward a group 
of opposition activists, including 
Guaido, who can be seen staring 
down the unidentified man. 

The confusing incident Satur¬ 
day in the central city of Barqui¬ 
simeto is believed to be the first 
time pro-government vigilantes 
known as colectivos have aimed 
a weapon at Guaido, who the U.S. 
and more than 50 other countries 
recognize as Venezuela’s right¬ 
ful leader following Maduro’s 


By Costas Kantouris 
AND Andrew Wilks 

Associated Press 

KASTANIES, Greece — Syr¬ 
ia’s official news agency said two 
of its warplane were shot down by 
Turkish forces inside northwest 
Syria, amid a military escalation 
there that’s led to growing direct 
clashes between Turkish and 
Syrian forces. 

SANA says the jets were tar¬ 
geted over the Idlib region, and 
that the four pilots ejected with 
parachutes and landed safely. 

Turkey’s Defense Ministry said 


re-election in 2018 in a race the 
opposition says was marred by 
irregularities. 

The city’s former mayor and 
opposition activist Alfredo 
Ramos said the marchers led 
by Guaido were “ambushed” by 
about 200 colectivo members and 
government security forces loyal 
to Maduro. 

Ramos said worse bloodshed 
was avoided because the uniden¬ 
tified man did not open fire at 
that moment. 

But later, as the crowd swelled, 
a 16-year-old demonstrator was 
shot in the leg and several others 
were roughed up as the colectivos 
harassed participants. 

“Courage and strength,” Guai¬ 
do said in a conversation with 
the injured activist that was vid¬ 
eotaped by his aides while their 
caravan headed back to Caracas. 
“We’re going to achieve freedom 
for our country.” 


it had shot down two SU-24 air¬ 
craft and destroyed air defense 
systems after one of its aerial 
drones was downed. Earlier, Syr¬ 
ian military-run media said it had 
downed a drone inside northwest 
Syria and was closing its airspace 
for any flights or drones across 
the country’s northwestern re¬ 
gion. It said any aircraft that pen¬ 
etrates Syrian airspace will be 
treated as hostile and shot down. 

The Syrian announcement 
came after two days of Turkish 
drone attacks in Idlib province 
that Syrian activists said caused 
heavy losses to Syrian govern- 


Later, the opposition leader re¬ 
iterated a call for supporters to 
take to the streets on March 10. 

“It’s time to increase deci¬ 
sively and without fear the ac¬ 
tions and pressure on the tyranny 
headed by Maduro,” he said in a 
statement. 

There was no immediate 
comment from the Maduro 
government. 

The AP was not present at the 
rally so was unable to verify the 
lawmakers’ account. 


ment forces. These confrontations 
have added to soaring tensions 
between Turkey and Russia, 
which support opposing sides of 
the Syrian civil war. 

Meanwhile, Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan had on 
Saturday announced his coun¬ 
try opened its western borders 
to migrants and refugees hoping 
to head into the European Union. 
The United Nations said Sunday 
that at least 13,000 people were 
massed on Turkey’s land border 
with Greece. 

Turkish Defense Minister Hu- 
lusi Akar, speaking from military 


An opposition lawmaker from 
the region, Daniel Antequera, 
said the march through poor 
neighborhoods drew surprisingly 
strong support. It lasted about 
an hour with the armed groups 
meeting them at various points, 
he said. 

“They won’t be able to stop an 
entire country that is starving 
and that understands the only way 
to progress is through democracy 
and liberty,” said Antequera, who 
visited the boy in the hospital. 


headquarters near the Syrian 
border, said Turkey aimed to con¬ 
front Syrian government forces 
rather than Russian troops. 

Referring to losses inflicted on 
Syria, he said Turkey had “neu¬ 
tralized” more than 2,200 Syr¬ 
ian troops, 103 tanks and eight 
helicopters. 

“The Spring Shield operation, 
which was launched following 
the abominable attack in Idlib on 
Feb. 27, continues successfully,” 
Akar said, referring to airstrikes 
that killed 33 Turkish soldiers. 


Officials: Yemeni rebels 
seize key northern city 

CAIRO — Yemen’s Houthi reb¬ 
els wrested control of a strategic 
city in the country’s north, offi¬ 
cials said on Sunday, in a m^or 
blow to the internationally recog¬ 
nized government and the Saudi- 
led coalition that backs it. 

Yemen, the Arab world’s poor¬ 
est country, has been convulsed 
by civil war since 2014. The 
Saudi-led coalition intervened 
against the Houthis the following 
year. 

The officials said the Shiite 
fighters took control of Hazm, the 
capital of the province of Jawf, 
following weeks of fighting be¬ 
tween the Iran-backed group and 
government forces aided their the 
Saudi-led allies. 

Ex-Malaysian PM seeks 
to contest new PM win 

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia 
— Mahathir Mohamad called 
Sunday for an urgent sitting of 
Malaysia’s Parliament to contest 
the appointment of a former ally 
as prime minister under a Malay- 
m^ority coalition that could fur¬ 
ther split the nation following the 
collapse of Mahathir’s multiracial 
reformist alliance. 

Muhyiddin Yassin, a seasoned 
politician, was sworn in as the 
new leader at the palace Sunday 
after getting the support of sever¬ 
al opposition parties. Among the 
supporters was the corruption- 
tainted United Malays National 
Organization, which was ousted 
by Mahathir’s Alliance of Hope 
in a historic vote in 2018. 

Muhyiddin, 72, pulled his Ber- 
satu party out of the alliance on 
Monday, triggering its collapse. 

Weary and divided, 

Israel goes back to polls 

JERUSALEM — For the third 
time in under a year. Prime Min¬ 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu seeks 
re-election, and once again the 
Israeli leader is on the ropes. 

After two inconclusive elections 
last year, opinion polls forecast 
another stalemate — a troubling 
scenario for Netanyahu who will 
go on trial on corruption charges 
just two weeks after Monday’s 
vote. 

Monday’s election is seen as 
another referendum on Netanya¬ 
hu, the country’s longest-serving 
prime minister. And once again, 
the country seems hopelessly 
divided. 

Britain PM’s girlfriend 
expecting baby this year 

LONDON — The patter of tiny 
feet is coming to Downing Street. 

British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson revealed Saturday that 
he and his girlfriend, Carrie Sy- 
monds, are engaged to be mar¬ 
ried and expecting a baby in the 
early summer. 

A wedding date wasn’t 
announced. 

Johnson, 55, and Symonds, 31, 
made history as the first unmar¬ 
ried couple to openly live together 
at the British prime minister’s 
official London residence when 
they moved in last year. 

From The Associated Press 


Brutality of Hindu-Muslim riot emerges as deaths counted 


By Sheikh Saaliq 

Associated Press 

NEW DELHI — The wounded came in 
waves. First in ones and twos, limping up 
the steps and staggering through the alumi¬ 
num doors, and then in wheelbarrows, with 
bleeding skulls and stabbed necks. Finally, 
the motorcycles and auto-rickshaws arrived, 
their seats stained with the blood of as many 
as they could hold. 

As the Mustafabad neighborhood of India’s 
capital was ravaged by communal riots for 
three days last week, the Al-Hind Hospital 
turned from a community clinic into a trauma 
ward. 

Doctors like M.A. Anwar were for the first 
time dealing with injuries such as gunshot 
wounds, crushed skulls and torn genitals. 

“I wanted to cry and scream,” he recalled. 
“Something inside of me died during those 
three days.” 

Almost a week after the clashes between 



Altaf Qadri/AP 


Paramedics tend to wounds at Al-Hind 
hospital in Old Mustafabad neighborhood of 
New Delhi, India, on Friday. 

Hindus and Muslims began, a clearer picture 
of the horrors inflicted during New Delhi’s 
worst communal riots in decades has begun 
to emerge. 

On the eve of President Donald Trump’s 
first state visit to India last Sunday, Hindus 


and Muslims in the Indian capital charged at 
each other with homemade guns and crude 
weapons, leaving the streets where the riot¬ 
ing occurred resembling a war zone, with 
houses, shops, mosques, schools and vehicles 
up in flames. At least 42 people were killed 
and hundreds more wounded. 

Authorities have struggled to identify some 
of the bodies because of the gruesomeness of 
the injuries. 

While both sides behaved brutally, most of 
the victims were Muslim. 

Authorities haven’t given an official account 
of what sparked the riots, though the violence 
appeared to be a culmination of growing ten¬ 
sions that followed the passage of a new citi¬ 
zenship law in December. 

The law fast-tracks naturalization for some 
religious minorities from neighboring coun¬ 
tries but not Muslims. Opponents say it vio¬ 
lates India’s secular constitution and further 
marginalizes the 200 million Muslims in this 
Hindu-m^ority nation of 1.4 billion people. 


Syria: Turkey downed 2 warplanes; tensions rise 
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Ailing Pope won't participate 
in weeklong spiritnal retreat 


Associated Press 

VATICAN CITY — A coughing 
Pope Francis told pilgrims gath¬ 
ered for the traditional Sunday 
blessing that he is canceling his 
participation at a weeklong spiri¬ 
tual retreat in the Roman coun¬ 
tryside because of a cold. 

It is the first time in his seven- 
year papacy that he has missed 
the spiritual exercises that he 
initiated early in his pontificate 
to mark the start of each Lenten 
season. Such retreats are typi¬ 
cal Jesuits, an order to which he 
belongs. 


The 83-year-old pontiff, who 
lost part of a lung to a respira¬ 
tory illness as a young man, has 
canceled several official engage¬ 
ments this week as he battled an 
apparent cold. 

His weekly appearance Sunday 
to pilgrims from a window high 
above St. Peter’s Square was the 
first time he has been seen pub¬ 
licly since Ash Wednesday, when 
he was seen coughing and blow¬ 
ing his nose during Mass. 

Francis paused twice to cough 
Sunday while addressing the 
faithful. At the end, he asked for 


prayers for the spiritual retreat, 
adding “unfortunately a cold pre¬ 
vents me from participating this 
year. I will be following the medi¬ 
tation from here.” 

He was to have left Sunday for 
the retreat outside of Rome. 

The Vatican has described 
Francis condition as “a slight ill¬ 
ness,” without giving other de¬ 
tails. Francis’ illness, though, has 
come amid general alarm in Italy 
over the coronavirus outbreak, 
which has infected more than 
1,100 people, mostly in northern 
Italy. 



Andrew Medichini/AP 


Pope Francis coughs during the Angelus noon prayer at the Vatican 
on Sunday. He told pilgrims gathered for the blessing that he is 
canceling his participation at a spiritual retreat because of a cold. 


Russian news agency journalists attacked, detained in Turkey 


Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Russia’s Foreign 
Ministry is protesting attacks on 
three journalists of the country’s 
Sputnik news agency in Turkey 
and their subsequent detention. 


Government-owned Sputnik, 
which operates news websites in 
about 30 languages, said angry 
mobs tried to break into the 
apartments of three staffers in 
the Turkish capital Ankara on 
Saturday night, threatening phys¬ 


ical violence and demanding they 
stop their work. 

Sputnik said the assailants ac¬ 
cused the journalists, who are 
Turkish citizens, of being Rus¬ 
sian spies. 

The journalists went to police to 


report the attacks and the agency 
lost contact with them. Sputnik 
said. 

“The attacks on employees of 
the Turkish bureau of Sputnik 
and their detentions is a gross vio¬ 
lation of the rights of journalists,” 


the Russia Foreign Ministry said 
in a statement Sunday, and called 
on Turkish authorities to inter¬ 
vene. The media group Rossiya 
Segodnya, which includes Sput¬ 
nik, called for the journalists’ im¬ 
mediate release. 


Stripes 

SERVICE DIRECTORY 

The Daily Guide to Navigating the European Business Market 



Transportation 


944 


VEHICLE 

SHIPPING SERVICES 


• International Shipping 

• Import & Export 

• Inland trucking (U.S. & Europe) 

• Door to door pick-up/delivery service 


• Customs clearance 

• All Risk Marine Insurance 

• Auto Insurance (Germany only) 


Toll-free: 

E-Mail; 

WEB: 


For Further Information Please Contact 

GERMANY UNITED KINGDOM 

+49-(0)6134-2592730 +44-(0)1638-515714 

0800-CARSHIP (Germany only) 
lnfo@transglobal-loglstlcs.de 
www.transglobal-logistics.de 


enqulries@carshipuk.co.uk 

www.carshipuk.co.uk 


U.S.A 

-H-972-602-1670 Ext. 1701 
-H -800-264-8167 (US only) 
info@tgal.us 
www.tgal.us 


For 2nd POV Shipments - Offices/A gencies near Miiitary instaiiations 



Transportation 


944 Transportation 


Vehicle Transport 

We can help 


We move your world 


@ www.interglobalshipping.de 


944 


Ship Cars and Contai 



0-522-6274 or 800-WSA-SHIP (972-7447) 

info(Siworldwide-ship.de 

www.worldwide-ship.de 


Off Duty? 
Amuse Yourself! 


Concerts, events, TV, 
movies, music, video games, 
celebrity antics... 

Get entertained with... 

STARSOSTRiPES. 


Are you in the picture? 



Reading 

Stars and Stripes 

gives you a better 
handle on issues 
that affect you most. 

No one covers the 
bases the way we do. 

STARSOSTRIPES. 









































Page 14 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Monday, March 2,2020 


FACES 


Finding the way back 


After a turbulent few years, Ben Affleck is 
trying to reclaim his life, reorder his career 


By Jake Coyle 

Associated Press 

O f the many stories that have stuck 
with Ben Affleck from his Al¬ 
coholics Anonymous meetings, 
one has especially resonated for 
the actor. Recovery is often described as 
a process of removing a damaging habit 
from your life. One man articulated it in a 
more positive way. He said he quit drink¬ 
ing so he could be a free man. 

“That’s one of the most moving things 
that’s stayed with me,” says Affleck. “The 
desire for that freedom, and so I can be 
accountable to 
my kids.” 

After a tur¬ 
bulent few 
years, Affleck, 

47, is trying 
to reclaim his 
life and reor¬ 
der his career. 

In Affleck’s 
new film, “The 
Way Back,” 
both missions 
converge. He 
plays a former 
high school basketball star brought back 
to coach his alma mater’s team in Gavin 
O’Connor’s movie, which opens March 
6. The film has obvious similarities to 
Affleck’s life. It’s about a man struggling 
with alcoholism, divorce and midlife dis¬ 
appointment. It’s about the hard road to 
recovery, a path that Affleck has been 
walking, with a few stumbles along the 
way, the past three years. 

“I don’t know all the answers. I’m only 
an expert in my own failings,” Affleck 
says. “But the more expert you become 
in your own failings, interestingly, the 
less likely you are to repeat them, I’ve 
found. That is how my life has been get¬ 
ting better.“ 

Affleck smiles. “You notice how you 
never succeed and all your wildest 
dreams come true and you go: T got to 
change something!’ It’s when you hit a 
stumbling block that you say: ‘OK, let’s be 
really honest.’” 


And honesty is what Affleck is now 
practicing, to a degree rarely seen in 
Hollywood, let alone for someone whose 
personal ups and downs have been such 
regular tabloid fodder. In an interview 
with The Associated Press last month, 
Affleck was candid and clear-eyed about 
his battle for sobriety and the roots of 
his drinking. Occasionally his voice qua¬ 
vered, but mostly Affleck spoke earnestly 
and straightforwardly. He seemed freshly 
unburdened. Making “The Way Back,” he 
said, helped him. 

“Sometimes just feeling those feelings 
again purges them a little bit and frees 
you a little bit,” 
says Affleck. 
“This movie 
was hard to 
make. Some¬ 
times it was 
painful. And 
sometimes I 
was embar¬ 
rassed. And 
sometimes I 
couldn’t be¬ 
lieve my life 
had any simi¬ 
larity to this.” 

When Brad Ingelsby’s script came to 
Affleck, it was titled “The Has-Been.” 
Affleck was being pitched to direct. Com¬ 
ing off the best picture-winning “Argo,” 
he last helmed the Prohibition-era crime 
thriller “Live by Night,” an ambitious 
gangster film that made a modest impres¬ 
sion at the box office. Affleck immedi¬ 
ately connected with the character: Jack 
Cunningham, a former star athlete whose 
alcoholism, isolation and grief is lifted by 
a reluctant return to basketball. 

Affleck appealed to O’Connor to di¬ 
rect. The two previously collaborated 
on the 2016 thriller “The Accountant,” 
and O’Connor (“Warrior,” “Miracle”) 
has proven adept at channeling larger 
themes through sports dramas. But until 
they began working on “The Way Back,” 
O’Connor didn’t know the extent of Af¬ 
fleck’s problem. 

“Once we started to prep the movie, 
he went into rehab. He sort of fell off 



Warner Bros. Pictures photos 


Ben Affleck plays a former high school 
basketball star who returns to coach his 
alma mater’s team in “The Way Back.” 

the wagon. So now we were prepping 
the movie while he was in rehab and we 
thought it was going to fall apart,” said 
O’Connor. “But he still wanted to do it. 
When he got out, he was incredibly raw 
and vulnerable and I think a little lost 
just in regard to having to confront the 
demons.” 

Affleck says his drinking worsened 
around the time his marriage to Jennifer 
Garner was falling apart. Garner and Af¬ 
fleck, who have three children together, 
separated in 2015 and divorced in 2018. 
In those years, Affleck has made several 
trips to rehab. 

All of that pain, and then some, went 
into “The Way Back.” For a scene in which 
Jack makes amends to his wife, O’Connor 
told Affleck he was just going let the cam¬ 
era roll. 

“It was probably the second take. Ben 
just had a breakdown. I’m getting chills 
thinking about it. It was like the dam broke 
and everything came out,” says O’Connor. 
“I just remember the crew, everyone was 
frozen, watching him bare his soul. It was 
obviously real.” 

O’Connor credits Warner Bros. Chair¬ 
man Toby Emmerich with green-lighting 
“The Way Back,” a rarely seen thing in 
today’s Hollywood: an intensely personal, 
adult-driven studio-made drama. It was 
made relatively inexpensively, with a 
budget of $25 million, and it marks a clear 
pivot for Affleck. He last year left behind 
Batman after several “Justice League” 
films. The standalone Batman film, once 
to star and be directed by Affleck, is in¬ 
stead being made by Matt Reeves with 
Robert Pattinson in the role. 

“I realized I wasn’t passionate about it,” 
says Affleck. “My tastes have changed. 
I’m interested in different kinds of mov¬ 
ies.” Upcoming films include the Patri¬ 
cia Highsmith adaptation “Deep Water” 
and “The Last Duel,” a medieval revenge 
drama. 

Battles with alcoholism are never over, 
but they can get gradually easier to win. 
For now, at least, Affleck feels like he’s 
grown. He’s humbler. More honest. And 
closer to feeling free. 

“I would not wish it on myself princi¬ 
pally because of my children and because 
it has caused them pain, which I would 
give anything to change,” says Affleck. 
“But I can’t change the past. I can go from 
today. I can make sure today I’m good. 
That’s what I’ve got. I’m a guy doing good 
today.” 



“The Way Back,” a relatively low-budget, studio-driven drama, represents a career 
pivot for Affleck, who was last seen as Batman in multiple “Justice League” films. 
Also pictured: Charles Lott Jr. (left) and Al Madrigal (far right). 


This movie was hard to make. 
Sometimes it was painful. And 
sometimes I was embarrassed. 
And sometimes I couldn’t believe 
my life had any similarity to this. ^ 

Ben Affleck 

star of “The Way Back" 



TNS 


Garth Brooks performs Feb. 22 at Ford 
Field in Detroit in front of 70,000 fans. 

No, Garth Brooks 
did not endorse 
Bernie Sanders 

By Rob Tornoe 

The Philadelphia Inquirer 

Garth Brooks unintentionally upset a 
number of his fans who happen to be sup¬ 
porters of President Donald Trump. 

Following a concert at Detroit’s Ford 
Field last weekend in front of more than 
70,000 fans, the country music star jumped 
on Instagram to thank everyone for coming 
out to the show. The photo shows Brooks 
adorned with a No. 20 jersey to honor Hall 
of Fame running back Barry Sanders, who 
played his entire 10-year career for the De¬ 
troit Lions. But Brooks has been a fan of 
Sanders dating back to his days as a stand¬ 
out at Oklahoma State University, which 
happens to be the singer’s alma mater. 

“I was lucky enough to be an athlete and 
to wear the same uniform as this guy wore 
in college,” Brooks told his fans during the 
concert. “You guys got the greatest player 
in NFL history in my opinion in this jersey. 
I love this man ... it’s an honor to wear this 
jersey.” 

But many of Brooks’ fans saw the singer 
donning the Sanders jersey and assumed 
it meant “Sanders ’20,” and that the coun¬ 
try music star was endorsing Democratic 
presidential candidate Bernie Sanders. 

“Love you, hate the shirt. Trump2020,” 
one fan wrote. Another wrote, “Weird. 
That a millionaire would like a socialist. 
Hey Garth are you going to distribute your 
millions?” 

“Good grief,” another follower wrote, 
“Can’t you just do what you get paid to do 
???? Why why why does it have to involve 
politics !!!” 

Brooks has gone out of his way to be 
inclusive and apolitical during his long 
and celebrated career as a country music 
star. New Yorker writer Ian Crouch once 
described his philosophy as “big-tent ide¬ 
alism — cheesy and vague, to be sure, but 
sincerely and exuberantly expressed.” But 
Brooks has endured some bumps along the 
way. 

In 2017, many fans were upset when 
Brooks declined an invitation to perform 
during Trump’s inauguration, despite hav¬ 
ing sung during Barack Obama’s 2008 inau¬ 
guration eight years earlier. He also visited 
Obama in the Oval Office and praised him 
ahead of the 2012 campaign. 

Brooks explained his decision during 
a Facebook Live chat in 2017, telling fans 
Trump’s inauguration date conflicted with 
a sold-out show in Cincinnati. 

“We can’t thank the Obamas enough for 
serving this country,” Brooks said. “And 
may God hold Trump’s hand in the deci¬ 
sions that he makes in this country’s name 
as well.” 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Ale variety 
5 Dig in 

8 Robbers’ foes 
12Willing 

14 Theater award 

15 Island off 
East Africa 

16 — Raton, Fla. 

17QB’s gains 
18“Flonest!” 

20 Molten rock 

23 Chills and fever 

24 “Garfield” dog 

25 Eatery with 
steamers on 
the menu 

28 Marsh 

29 What quibblers 
split 

30 Knock 
32 Courtroom 

huddle 

34 Skilled 

35 Web addresses 

36 Outscores 

37 Postwar British 
prime minister 

40 Costa del — 

41 Test tube 

42 Vivid red color 

47 Author Wiesel 

48 Estrange 

49 Animation frame 

3-2 CRYPTOQUIP 

LMLFINVPM EFYAZIKGMI ZJF 

JNT YHLMIFHE YMNI LKEEME 

ZJMY JM ZNE FHG TIKSKYA: 

EZMISKYA VMIPKY. 

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: PERIODIC TIME SPAN 
INCLUDING A FULL ADDITIONAL DAY FOR 
NOTHING BUT SLUMBERING: A SLEEP YEAR. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: J equals H 


50 Gym unit 

23 Fake name 

51 Muscat’s land 

25 San Francisco 
transport 

DOWN 

26 Region 

1 La —, Bolivia 

27 Finn’s floater 

2 Docs’ org. 

29 Roll call reply 

3 Actor Cariou 

31 Score units 

4 Digestion aid 

(Abbr.) 

5 Recedes 

33 Washington 

6 — carte 

airport 

7 “Tootsie” 

34 Presidential 

actress 

middle name 

8 Spider’s creation 

36 Dog’s treasure 

9 Bassoon’s kin 

37 With (Fr.) 

10 Elite alternative 

38 Scrabble piece 

11 Char 

39 Shadow 

13 Verdi heroine 

40 Use scissors 

19 Totals 

43-de-France 

20 Unruly group 

44 “Kapow!” 

21 Big fusses 

45— standstill 

22 Leslie Caron role 

46 Stimpy’s pal 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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OPINION 


Yes, Mayor Bloomberg, enough is enough 


By Alyssa Rosenberg 

The Washington Post 


a 


IAS 


nd the trouble is, with this 
senator, enough is never 
^ enough.” 

With those dismissive 
words at Tuesday’s Democratic presiden¬ 
tial debate, Mike Bloomberg demonstrated 
just how ill-suited he is to lead the party 
in an era when women account for a ma¬ 
jority of voters and tilt heavily in favor of 
Democrats. 

The former New York mayor was re¬ 
sponding to Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren’s demand that Bloomberg release 
women who had sued his company from 
the non-disclosure agreements they signed 
to settle the cases. Bloomberg replied, with 
an air of exasperation, that his people had 
already reviewed the landscape of gender 
discrimination complaints, identified three 
relevant matters and lifted the restrictions 
in those. 

What more, Bloomberg seemed to be ask¬ 
ing, could this bothersome woman want? 
Any number of women watching at home 
could have given him the answer: You have 
no clue what “enough” would look like. But, 
for starters, treating us like nagging har¬ 
ridans when we ask for a bare minimum of 
respect is no way to win our votes. 

“Enough” isn’t belatedly ending the use 
of non-disclosure agreements at your com¬ 
pany after other large firms have taken 
the same step, and a number of states have 
moved to limit the use of such agreements 
to silence victims of harassment and sexu¬ 
al violence. 

“Enough” isn’t using that change to con¬ 
gratulate yourself, as Bloomberg did at 
the debate, that “we’ve probably made the 


world better because of it. ... We probably 
changed, hopefully, the corporate land¬ 
scape all across America.” 

Ironically, Bloomberg, or at least some¬ 
one on his staff, appears to understand 
what enough might look like when it comes 
to actual policies relating to women. He’s 
running on a lot of them. Enough would 
be pay equity and a national paid parental 
leave mandate that at least places the Unit¬ 
ed States on par with other economically 
developed countries. Enough would be a 
massive mobilization to bring down Amer¬ 
ica’s disturbingly high maternal death rate, 
particularly among black women. 

Enough would be a child care system that 
ensures both that families can afford high- 
quality care and that the workers, mostly 
women, who provide that care are paid and 
treated fairly. Enough would be justice for 
the trans women being murdered across 
the United States, and changes in culture 
and law enforcement to ensure they are 
the last martyrs to anti-trans bigotry. 

But here’s the thing that Bloomberg 
doesn’t seem to get: You need culture to 
reinforce policy, in a political campaign as 
well as in a workplace. You don’t deserve 
much credit if you establish policies that 
reflect certain values, but repeatedly be¬ 
have in a way that conveys your disdain for 
those values. 

And for decades, Bloomberg has be¬ 
haved in ways that make the positions on 
his campaign website look like flags of 
convenience. If you refer to a transgender 
woman as “some guy wearing a dress,” 
that speaks louder than a boilerplate sen¬ 
tence on a campaign website. If you de¬ 
manded oral sex from a woman as part of 
a contract negotiation, even jokingly, you’ll 
have to forgive us if we think that all your 


talk about pay equity is just stage magic to 
hide your boorishness. 

And, if in the middle of a cultural reck¬ 
oning with how we treat women who come 
forward to say they have been mistreated at 
work, you continue to dismiss such women, 
then we have to ask whether we should 
believe that you have changed. There was 
Bloomberg at the previous debate tossing 
aside the complaints against him, saying, 
“None of them accused me of doing any¬ 
thing other than maybe they didn’t like a 
joke I told.” There was Bloomberg’s long¬ 
time companion, Diana Taylor, on the cam¬ 
paign trail, announcing that anyone who 
felt harassed by Bloomberg needs to “get 
over it.” 

And there was Bloomberg on Tuesday 
night — condescending not only to War¬ 
ren but to Sekiko Sakai Garrison, who has 
asserted that Bloomberg, upon learning 
that she was pregnant, asked her, “Are 
you going to kill it?” Bloomberg depicted 
Garrison as a liar or a fantasist, summar¬ 
ily demanding that the audience credit his 
word over hers. “Never said it. Period. End 
of story,” Bloomberg said. “I’m sorry if she 
heard what she thought she heard or what¬ 
ever happened. ... Come on.” Never mind 
that a witness — a man, actually — recent¬ 
ly confirmed Garrison’s account to The 
Washington Post. 

The standard for “enough” is not being 
slightly better than President Donald 
Trump. It’s not gesturing at politically con¬ 
venient policies when it comes to women 
while demonstrating over and over how 
little you actually respect them. 

With this candidate, for this woman, 
enough is enough. 

Alyssa Rosenberg blogs about pop culture for The 
Washington Post’s Opinions section. 
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By Francisco Toro 
Special to The Washington Post 

C ome along with me on a little 
thought experiment. Imagine 
that, horrified by the creeping au¬ 
thoritarianism in Donald Trump’s 
America, you decided you could take no 
more and you moved to New Zealand, say, 
for a fresh start. 

Now imagine that, as an immigrant to 
New Zealand, you saw a radical right-wing 
politician rise to national prominence. 
Naturally, some enterprising local journal¬ 
ist would eventually ask that politico about 
his views on President Trump. Now imag¬ 
ine the response sounded something like, 
“Well, while we certainly wouldn’t want 
Donald Trump’s divisiveness and authori¬ 
tarianism here in New Zealand, it is a fact 
that he presided over the greatest econo¬ 
my in U.S. history and he certainly made 
America great again.” 

This, I suspect, would drive you crazy. 
And it would drive you crazy for a good 
reason: not so much because it’s wrong, 
specifically, but because it’s propaganda. 

Like all good propaganda, our New Zea¬ 
land politician’s response blends a pinch 
of truth (the unemployment rate really is 
very low and the stock market has per¬ 
formed very well) with a willful ignorance 
of history (the economy was doing well long 
before Trump reached power) and a deter¬ 
mined effort to obscure a deeper, much 
more pernicious dynamic (no amount of 
economic health is worth sacrificing the 
basics of democracy and the separation of 
powers). 

Hearing it, you’d instantly see as hol¬ 
low the politician’s assertion that he didn’t 
want Trumpian divisiveness in his coun¬ 
try. How could you trust a person so ready 


to swallow and repeat a propaganda whop¬ 
per like that? 

If you can imagine your reaction to this 
right-winger, you can begin to glimpse the 
enormous concern Venezuelans and Cu¬ 
bans feel when we hear Bernie Sanders 
praise Fidel Castro’s education system. 

The first thing to grasp is that Cuba’s 
global reputation for having an excellent 
education system isn’t a result of the quali¬ 
ty of its education system. As scholars have 
long known, Cuba’s overall educational 
performance is middling for the region: 
roughly similar to that of many other Latin 
American countries that brought their lit¬ 
eracy rates from about 75% in the 1950s to 
not-far-from 100% today. 

Yes, Cuba made education available free 
to everyone through the university level. 
But so did countries such as Argentina, 
Ecuador, Uruguay and Mexico. There was 
never any need to build a police state to 
bring people to school — an insight so obvi¬ 
ous, it’s ludicrous to even have to write it. 

In reality, Cuba’s reputation for edu¬ 
cational prowess is mostly a product of a 
relentless, multidecade propaganda cam¬ 
paign. Virtually every speech by every 
Cuban diplomat and regime admirer for 
the past seven decades has made a point of 
praising Cuba’s supposed literacy miracle. 
Cubans who have left know the propa¬ 
ganda only too well, and understand why 
a government desperate to establish its le¬ 
gitimacy in the face of the mass impover¬ 
ishment of its population would turn to it 
again and again. 

To Cubans and Venezuelans — who have 
witnessed much the same kind of propa¬ 
ganda — talk of Cuban educational prow¬ 
ess grates not because it’s wrong, exactly, 
but because it serves as a simple way to 
identify who’s ready to be duped by regime 


apologists. We know propaganda doesn’t 
need to be entirely false to be profoundly 
damaging. So we despair when we hear 
it parroted by those who ought to know 
better. 

The bottom line is that when you asso¬ 
ciate yourself with an ideology whose past 
contains some of history’s worst crimes, 
you take on a special duty to denounce. 
When those denunciations come hedged 
with qualifiers that rest on propaganda 
lines, they ring entirely hollow. 

Germans get this. Angela Merkel’s party, 
the conservative Christian Democratic 
Union, always understood that if you’re 
going to stand even half an inch to the right 
of center in the country that Hitler once 
ran, you must go to very great lengths to 
put distance between yourself and any¬ 
thing even vaguely reminiscent of Nazism. 
Which is one reason the center-right in 
Germany is one of the most doggedly pro¬ 
democracy forces in Europe. 

Sanders needs to understand he’s in a 
similar position. He has chosen to describe 
himself using the same word that totali¬ 
tarian leaders have chosen to describe 
themselves. He must take on a special re¬ 
sponsibility to make it entirely unambigu¬ 
ous that he’s wise to the propaganda games 
authoritarian socialists use to bolster their 
power. Holding him to that standard is in 
no way unreasonable. 

When Sanders parrots Fidel’s propagan¬ 
da, he fails the test. And many Latinos and 
people in Latin America notice. We have 
a hyper-developed nose for propaganda. 
It sends us reeling. Because we know this 
game from the inside. 

Francisco Toro is a Venezueian political 
commentator and contributing columnist for 
The Washington Post’s Globai Opinions. 

He is chief content officer of the Group of 50. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Saturday’s transactions 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Recalled F Jes- 
per Boquistfrom Binghamton. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

ATLANTA UNITED - Signed D Laurence 
Wyke to a short-term agreement. 

D.C. UNITED - Acquired F Erik Sorga 
from the FC Fiora Taiiinn (First Division). 

NEW YORK RED BULLS - Waived D 
Rece Buckmaster. Named Connor Lade 
Senior Manager of Alumni and Player 
Relations. 


College basketball 

1 

Golf 

1 

Auto racing 


Pro football 


XFL 

Eastern Conference 

W L Pet PF PA 

2 1 .667 68 46 


.667 67 58 
.333 32 59 
.000 39 74 


St. Louis _ _ 

DC 2 1 

New York 1 2 

Tampa Bay 0 3 _ 

Western Conference 

W L Pet PF PA 
Houston 3 0 1.000 99 68 

Dallas 2 1 .667 58 45 

Los Angeles 1 2 .333 74 71 

Seattle 1 2 .333 48 64 

Saturday’s games 
New York 17, Los Angeles 14 
St. Louis 23, Seattle 16 

Sunday’s games 
Houston at Dallas 
DC at Tampa Bay 

Saturday, March 7 
Seattle at Houston 
New York at Dallas 

Sunday, March 8 
St. Louis at DC 
Tampa Bay at Los Angeles 
Saturday, March 14 


Montreal 1 0 0 3 2 1 

Atlanta 1 0 0 3 2 1 

Toronto FC 0 0 112 2 

Orlando City 0 0 1 10 0 

Chicago 0 0 0 0 0 0 

New York 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Columbus 0 0 0 0 0 0 

New York City FC 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Cincinnati 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Inter Miami CF 0 0 0 0 0 0 

New England 0 10 0 12 

D.C. United 0 10 0 12 

Philadelphia 0 1 0 0 0 2 

Western Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Sporting KC 1 0 0 3 3 1 

FC Dallas 1 0 0 3 2 0 

Colorado 1 0 0 3 2 1 

San Jose 0 0 1 12 2 

LA Galaxy 0 0 1 111 

Houston 0 0 1 111 

Real Salt Lake 0 0 1 10 0 

Seattle 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Portland 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Minnesota United 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Los Angeles FC 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Nashville SC 0 10 0 12 

Vancouver 010 013 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday’s games 
Colorado 2, D.C. United 1 
Montreal 2, New England 1 
LA Galaxy 1, Houston 1, tie 
Toronto FC 2, San Jose 2, tie 
Real Salt Lake 0, Orlando City 0, tie 
FC Dallas 2, Philadelphia 0 
Atlanta 2, Nashville 1 
Sporting Kansas City 3, Vancouver 1 
Sunday’s games 
New York City FC at Columbus 
Cincinnati at New York 
Chicago at Seattle 
Miami at Los Angeles FC 
Minnesota at Portland 

Saturday, March 7 
Chicago at New England 
New York at Real Salt Lake 
Montreal at FC Dallas 
Miami at D.C. United 
New York City FC at Toronto FC 
Cincinnati at Atlanta 
Minnesota at San Jose 
Houston at Sporting Kansas City 
Orlando City at Colorado 
Vancouver at LA Galaxy 
Columbus at Seattle 

Sunday, March 8 


Saturday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Akron 86, Buffalo 73 
American U. 90, Holy Cross 47 
Boston U. 74, Bucknell 71 
Bryant 80, Wagner 59 
Colgate 91, Army 65 
Dartmouth 76, Columbia 57 
Delaware St. 84, Md.-Eastern Shore 63 
Duquesne 81, George Mason 78 
Fairleigh Dickinson 83, Mount St. 

Mary’s 77 

Harvard 67, Cornell 58 
Hofstra 97, James Madison 81 
La Salle 73, St. Bonaventure 65 
Lafayette 62, Navy 60 
Lehigh 74, Loyola (Md.) 71 
Maine 74, UMBC 48 
Michigan St. 78, Maryland 66 
New Hampshire 89, Binghamton 70 
Niagara 100, Iona 91, OT 
North Carolina 92, Syracuse 79 
Oklahoma 73, West Virginia 62 
Penn 73, Brown 68 
Providence 58, Villanova 54 
Robert Morris 78, St. Francis (Pa.) 68 
Sacred Heart 76, LIU 67 
Saint Joseph’s 73, Fordham 69 
St. Francis Brooklyn 85, CCSU 79 
St. Peter’s 69, Canisius 68 
Stony Brook 52, Albany (NY) 49 
Vermont 94, Mass.-Lowell 77 
Yale 66, Princeton 63 
SOUTH 

Alabama 90, South Carolina 86 
Belmont 72, Tennessee St. 65 
Campbell 78, UNC-Ashevllle 69 
Chattanooga 74, UNC-Greensboro 72 
Clemson 70, Florida St. 69 
Coastal Carolina 84, Appalachian St. 

Coll, of Charleston 75, Drexel 66 
Coppin St. 72, Morgan St. 65 
Defaware 82, UNC-Wilmington 65 
E. Kentucky 80, Morehead St. 76 
ETSU 68, W. Carolina 67 
Furman 82, The Citadel 58 
Gardner-Webb 70, Radford 62 
Georgia 99, Arkansas 89 
Georgia Tech 63, Miami 57 
GramTiling St. 60, Ark.-Pine Bluff 46 
Jackson St. 87, MVSU 70 
Jacksonville 53, Stetson 52 
Jacksonville St. 75, Tennessee Tech 71 
Kentucky 73, Auburn 66 
LSU 64, Texas A&M 50 
Lipscomb 77, Liberty 71 
Memphis 74, Tulane 67, OT 
Mercer 59, Wofford 47 
Mississippi 86, Vanderbilt 60 
Murray St. 75, Austin Peay 61 
NC Central 83, SC State 82, 20T 
NC State 77, Pittsburgh 73 
NJIT 76, Kennesaw St. 55 
Nicholls 92, New Orleans 68 
Norfolk St. 89, Howard 59 
North Alabama 78, Florida Gulf Coast 

73, OT 

_ Presbyterian 76, Charleston Southern 


65 


Sunday, Marc 

Nashville at Portland 
Philadelphia at Los Angeles FC 


Richmond 95, UMass 71 
SC-Upstate 90, Hampton 79 
SE Louisiana 95, Northwestern St. 92 
Samford 84, VMI 78 
South Alabama 78, Troy 63 
Southern U. 71, Alcorn St. 57 
Tennessee 63, Florida 58 
UConn 84, East Carolina 63 
UT Martin 87, SE Missouri 78 
veu 75, George Washington 51 
Virginia 52, Duke 50 
Wake Forest 84, Notre Dame 73 
Williams Mary 86, Elon 79 
Winthrop 84, High Point 76 
MIDWEST 

Butler 60, DePaul42 
Detroit 90, lUPUl 88 
E. Illinois 70, SlU-Edwardsville 52 
E. Michigan 67, Cent. Michigan 63 
Green Bay 74, Cleveland St. 67 
IlllnoisSt. 71, Evansville 60 
Indiana St. 71, Valparaiso 58 
Iowa 77, Penn St. 68 
Kansas 62, Kansas St. 58 
Loyola of Chicago 67, Bradley 66 
Miami (Ohio) 73, Bowling Green 55 
Mississippi St. 67, Missouri 63 
Missouri St. 84, S. Illinois 59 
N. Dakota St. 87, Nebraska-Omaha 67 
N. Iowa 70, Drake 43 
Oakland 68, Ill.-Chicago 66 
Seton Hall 88, Marquette 79 
South Dakota 77, North Dakota 67 
Toledo 69, Ball St. 63 
UMKC 80, Chicago St. 58 
W. Michigan 72, N. Illinois 69 
Youngstown St. 73, Milwaukee 69 
SOUTHWEST 

Abilene Christian 75, Cent. Arkansas 

ro 

McNeese St. 100, Houston Baptist 80 
Oklahoma St. 73, Iowa St. 61 
Oral Roberts 72, Fort Wayne 66 
Prairie View 65, Alabama St. 58 
Stephen F. Austin 95, Lamar 76 
TCU 75, Baylor 72 
Texas 68, Texas Tech 58 
Texas A&M-CC 78, Incarnate Word 70 
Texas Southern 85, Alabama A&M 58 
Tulsa 65, UCF 54 
UALR 91, Louisiana-Lafayette 69 
FAR WEST 
BYU 81, Pepperdine 64 
CS Northridge 99, Cal St.-Fullerton 92 
California 86, Utah 79, OT 
California Baptist 88, Seattle 87, OT 
Colorado St. 87, Air Force 74 
Denver 69, W. Illinois 63 
E. Washington 68, N. Colorado 64 
Fresno St. 63, Wyoming 55 
Gonzaga 86, Saint Mary’s (Cal) 76 
Montana 79, Sacramento St. 71 
Montana St. 63, N. Arizona 57 
New Mexico 66, Utah St. 64 
New Mexico St. 62, CS Bakersfield 46 
Pacific 71, San Diego 64 
Portland St. 89, Weber St. 83 
Rio Grande 88, Grand Canyon 80 

S. Utah 87, Idaho 55 
San Diego St. 83, Nevada 76 
San Francisco 69, Loyola Marymount 


Santa Clara 73, Portland 68 
Southern Cal 71, Arizona St. 61 
UC Davis 77, Long Beach St. 76 
UC Irvine 69, UC Santa Barbara 58 
UCLA 69, Arizona 64 
UNLV92,San Jose St. 69 

Saturday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Army 81, Colgate 67 
Binghamton 66, New Hampshire 64 
Bryant 55, Fairleigh Dickinson 47 
Bucknell 55, Boston U. 53 
Columbia 62, Dartmouth 50 
Cornell 55, Harvard 47 
Duquesne 80, St. Bonaventure 57 
Fordham 67, Saint Joseph’s 45 
George Washington 50, Richmond 40 
Holy Cross 73, American U. 58 
LIU 66, Wagner 52 
Lafayette 62, Navy 59, OT 
Maine 66, UMBC 54 
Manhattan 51, Fairfield 38 
Marist 64, Quinnipiac 51 
Mass.-Lowell 62, Vermont 58 
Md.-Eastern Shore 68, Delaware St. 53 
Merrimack 56, CCSU 46 
Mount St. Mary’s 66, St. Francis (Pa.) 
15 

North Texas 77, Marshall 69 

Penn 74, Brown 60 

Princeton 64, Yale 49 

Rider 87, Canisius 48 

Sacred Heart 84, St. Francis Brooklyn 


Tulsa 68, Temple 64 
UMass 73, Rhode Island 53 

SOUTH 

Alcorn St. 58, Southern U. 53 
Appalachian St. 68, Louisiana-Monroe 
49 

Ark.-Pine Bluff 82, Grambling St. 64 
Austin Peay 88, Murray St. 59 
Belmont 84, Tennessee St. 51 
Campbell 56, Presbyterian 42 
Charlotte 49, FlU 31 
Chattanooga 69, ETSU 65 
Coastal Carolina 83, Louisiana-Lafay¬ 
ette 74 

E. Kentucky 64, Morehead St. 58 
East Carolina 53, Tulane 50 
Furman 62, Wofford 56 
Gardner-Webb 70, SC-Upstate 59 
Hampton 66, Charleston Southern 57 
High Point 86, Longwood 79 
Jackson St. 103, MVSU 53 
Jacksonville 71, Stetson 57 
Jacksonville St. 64, Tennessee Tech 61 
Kennesaw St. 85, NJIT 62 
La Salle 64, George Mason 59 
Liberty 79, Lipscomb 70 
Middle Tennessee 108, W. Kentucky 
103, 20T 

Morgan St. 68, Coppin St. 42 
NC Central 55, SC State 49 
Nicholls 70, New Orleans 68 
Norfolk St. 69, Howard 60, OT 
North Alabama 61, Florida Gulf Coast 


55 


PGA Tour 
Saturday 

At PGA National (Champions) 

Palm Beach Gardens Fla. 

Purse: $7 million 
Yardage: 7,125; Par: 70 
Third Round 

Tommy Fleetwood 70-68-67-205 

Brendan Steele 68-67-71-206 

Luke Donald 70-66-71-207 

Lee Westwood 67-69-71-207 

Daniel Berger 69-70-69-208 

Chari Schwartzel 69-69-70-208 

Sungjae Im 72-66-70-208 

Mackenzie Hughes 71-72-66-209 

Rory SabbatinI 71-69-69-209 

Mark Hubbard 69-71-69-209 

Robby Shelton 70-69-70-209 

Russell Henley 70-69-70-209 

J.T. Poston 67-69-73-209 

Ryan Palmer 70-72-68-210 

Byeong Hun An 76-66-68-210 

Jason Dufner 70-72-68-210 

Brandon Hagy 70-71-69-210 

Jhonattan Vegas 70-71-69-210 

Billy Horschel 73-67-70-210 

Maverick McNealy 70-69-71-210 

Cameron Davis 70-67-73-210 

NickWatney 71-66-73-210 

Cologuard Classic 

PGA Tour Champions 
Saturday 

At Omni Tucson National 
Tucson, Ariz. 

Purse: $1.7 million 
Yardage: 7,218; Par: 73 
Second Round 

Brett Quigley 64-68-132 

Fred Couples 68-66-134 

Miguel Angel Jimenez 69-66-135 

Rod Pampling 67-68-135 

Bernhard Langer 68-68-136 

Robert Karlsson 65-71-136 

Bart Bryant 71-66-137 

Woody Austin 69-68-137 

Glen Day 67-70-137 

Olin Browne 70-68-138 

Scott Verplank 70-68-138 

Mark O’Meara 69-69-138 

John Daly 67-71-138 

Steve Strieker 67-71-138 

Kevin Sutherland 72-67-139 

Chris DiMarco 72-67-139 

Larry Mize 72-67-139 

Stephen Leaney 69-70-139 

Gene Sauers 72-68-140 

David Toms 71-69-140 

Michael Allen 74-66-140 

Cliff Kresge 69-71-140 

Lee Janzen 69-71-140 


Pro baseball 


Radford 56, Winthrop 50 
Rice 73, Louisiana Tech 60, OT 
SE Louisiana 66, Northwestern St. 41 
Samford 70, W. Carolina 53 
South Florida 85, SMU 62 
Troy 77, South Alabama 73 
UCF 67, Memphis 59 
UNC-Greensboro 60, Mercer 50 
UT Martin 78, SE Missouri 72 
VeU 55, Davidson 51 

MIDWEST 

Akron 75, Miami (Ohio) 62 
Ball St. 67, Cent. Michigan 62 
Buffalo 63, Ohio 62 
Cincinnati 75, Wichita St. 54 
Dayton 78, Saint Louis 66 
E. Illinois 65, SlU-Edwardsville 62 
E. Michigan 64, Toledo 46 
Green Bay 71, Youngstown St. 51 
Iowa St. 61, West Virginia 58 
Kansas 77, Oklahoma St. 69 
Kent St. 96, Bowling Green 86, 20T 
Milwaukee 61, Cleveland St. 57 
N. Dakota St. 67, Nebraska-Omaha 64 
N. Kentucky 67, Oakland 65 
Northwestern 75, Illinois 58 
Ohio St. 77, Purdue 56 
Rio Grande 66, Grand Canyon 47 
South Dakota 76, North Dakota 47 
UMKC 85, Chicago St. 50 
W. Michigan 63, N. Illinois 50 
Wright St. 66, Detroit 58 
SOUTHWEST 

Abilene Christian 93, Cent. Arkansas 

'1 

Alabama St. 61, Prairie View 52 
Baylor 83, Kansas St. 58 
Houston Baptist 56, McNeese St. 54 
Oral Roberts 96, Fort Wayne 59 
Stephen F. Austin 70, Lamar 50 
Texas 86, Oklahoma 76 
Texas A&M-CC 56, Incarnate Word 50 
Texas Southern 79, Alabama A&M 76 
Texas State 67, Georgia St. 62 
Texas-Arlington 101, Georgia Southern 

UAB 87, UTSA 51 
UConn 92, Houston 40 
UTEP 80, Southern Miss. 72 

FAR WEST 

BYU 57, Loyola Marymount 42 
Cal Poly 53, CS Northridge 43 
Cal St.-Fullerton 70, Hawaii 64 
California Baptist 90, Seattle 79 
Denver 84, W. Illinois 78 
Gonzaga 56, Portland 42 
Idaho 70, S. Utah 57 
Montana 90, Sacramento St. 45 
Montana St. 73, N. Arizona 71 
N. Colorado 67, E. Washington 61 
New Mexico St. 67, CS Bakersfield 62, 
)T 

Pacific 71, Santa Clara 69 

Portland St. 88, Weber St. 63 

San Diego 62, Pepperdine 58 

San Francisco 69, Saint Mary’s (Cal) 


MLB 

Spring training 
Friday’s games 

Tampa Bay 8, Washington 1 
Houston 6, Miami 4 
Philadelphia 6, Atlanta (ss) 5 
N.Y. Yankees 5, Atlanta (ss) 3 
Baltimore 11, Pittsburgh 4 
Minnesota 4, Boston 1 
Toronto 5, Detroit 4 
N.Y. MetS 3, St. Louis 2 
Chicago White Sox 8, Cleveland 3 
Cincinnati 10, Oakland 1 
San Francisco (ss) 3, Kansas City 1 
Milwaukee 6, L.A. Dodgers 5 
L.A. Angels 7, Texas 2 
Seattle 6, Arizona 2 
San Diego 5, Chicago Cubs 1 
San Francisco (ss) 9, Colorado 6 
Saturday’s games 
N.Y. Mets 2, Houston 1 
N.Y. Yankees (ss) 5, Boston 2 
N.Y. Yankees (ss) 8, Detroit 2 
St. Louis 6, Washington 3 
Baltimore 12, Miami 6 
Toronto 6, Philadelphia 5 
Texas 7, Chicago White Sox 6 
L.A. Angels 10, San Francisco 3 
Milwaukee 4, Chicago Cubs 3 
L.A. Dodgers (ss) 7, Arizona 4 
Oakland (ss) 8, Cleveland (ss) 7 
San Diego 7, Cincinnati 3 
Kansas City 9, Seattle 6 
L.A. Dodgers (ss) 14, Colorado 2 
Oakland (ss) 8, Cleveland (ss) 6 
Atlanta 12, Tampa Bay 0 
Pittsburgh 2, Minnesota 0 
Sunday’s games 

St. Louis vs. Houston at West Palm 
Beach, Fla. 

Atlanta vs. Boston at Fort Myers, Fla. 
N.Y. Mets (ss) vs. Miami at Jupiter, 
Fla. 

Baltimore vs. Philadelphia at Clearwa¬ 
ter, Fla. 

Minnesota vs. Tampa Bay at Port 
Charlotte, Fla. 

Toronto vs. Pittsburgh at Bradenton, 
Fla. 

N.Y. Yankees vs. Detroit at Lakeland, 
Fla. 

Washini 
St. Lucie, F 
^ Seattle 

Oakland (ss) 
prise, Ariz. 


vs. N.Y. Mets (ss) at Port 
Chicago Cubs at Mesa, 
.A. Dodgers at Glendale, 
;. Kansas City at Sur- 


. Cleveland (ss) at Good 


year, Ariz. 

Cincinnati vs. Milwaukee at Phoenix 

San Francisco vs. San Diego at Peoria, 
Ariz. 

Chicago White Sox vs. L.A. Angels (ss) 
atTempe, Ariz. 

L.A. Angels (ss) vs. Colorado at Scott¬ 
sdale, Ariz. 

Cleveland (ss) vs. Oakland (ss) at 
Summerlin, NV 


Production Alliance Group 300 

NASCAR-Xfinity 

Saturday 

At Auto Club Speedway 
Fontana, Calif. 

Lap length: 2.00 miles 
(Start position in parentheses) 

1. (2) Harrison Burton, Toyota, 150 
laps, 56 points. 

2. (5) Riley Herbst, Toyota, 150,45. 

3. (7) Austin Cindric, Ford, 150, 43. 

4. (8) Ryan Sieg, Chevrolet, 150,39. 

5. (9) Justin Haley, Chevrolet, 150,32. 

6. (13) Anthony Alfredo, Chevrolet, 
150, 31. 

7. (4) Daniel Hemric, Chevrolet, 150,45. 

8. (6) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 150,40. 

9. (11) Jeremy Clements, Chevrolet, 
150, 28. 

10. (25) Josh Williams, Chevrolet, 150, 

27. 

11. (19) Myatt Snider, Chevrolet, 150, 

26. 

12. (10) Justin Allgaier, Chevrolet, 150, 

28. 

13. (17) Alex Labbe, Chevrolet, 150, 24. 

14. (29) Brett Moffitt, Chevrolet, 150, 0. 

15. (36) VInnie Miller, Chevrolet, 150, 

22 . 

16. (15) Austin Hill, Toyota, 149, 0. 

17. (14) Michael Annett, Chevrolet, 
149, 22. 

18. (31) Tommy Joe Martins, Chevro¬ 
let, 149, 19. 

19. (3) Chase Briscoe, Ford, 148, 34. 

20. (27) Chad Finchum, Toyota, 148, 17. 

21. (30) David Starr, Chevrolet, 148,16. 

22. (20) Ray Black Jr, Chevrolet, 148, 
15. 

23. (35) Robby Lyons, Chevrolet, 147, 
14. 

24. (26) BJ McLeod, Chevrolet, 147,13. 

25. (23) JJ Yeley, Chevrolet, 147,12. 

26. (12) Noah Gragson, Chevrolet, 147, 
13. 

27. (32) Matt Mills, Chevrolet, 146,10. 

28. (16) Jesse Little, Chevrolet, 146,9. 

29. (34) Josh Bilicki, Chevrolet, 146,8. 

30. (1) Brandon Jones, Toyota, 146, 27. 

31. (22) Joe Graf Jr, Chevrolet, 143, 6. 

32. (18) Bayley Currey, Chevrolet, 120, 

0 . 

33. (21) Brandon Brown, Chevrolet, en¬ 
gine, 115, 4. 

34. (28) Kyle Weatherman, Chevrolet, 
engine, 97, 3. 

35. (33) Stephen Lelcht, Toyota, fu- 
elpump, 78, 2. 

36. (24) Landon Cassill, Chevrolet, ga¬ 
rage, 38, 1. 

Race Statistics 

Average Speed of Race Winner: 

121.418 mph. 

Time of Race: 2 hours, 28 minutes, 15 
seconds. 

Margin of Victory: 0.455 seconds. 
Caution Fiags: 8 for 36 laps. 

Lead Changes: 13 among 8 drivers. 
Lap Leaders: B.Jones 0-73; D.Hemric 
74-77; H.Burton 78-85; D.Hemric 86-90; 
J.AIIgaier 91-93; J.Haley 94-96; C.Briscoe 
97-100; D.Hemric 101; C.Briscoe 102-109; 
R.Chastain 110-113; C.Briscoe 114-117; 
H.Burton 118-129; M.Annett 130; H.Burton 
131-150 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times Led, 
Laps Led): B.Jones, 1 time for 73 laps; 
H.Burton, 3 times for 40 laps; C.Briscoe, 
3 times for 16 laps; D.Hemric, 3 times 
for 10 laps; R.Chastain, 1 time for 4 laps; 
J.Haley, 1 time for 3 laps; J.AIIgaier, 1 time 
for 3 laps; M.Annett, 1 time for 1 lap. 

Wins: H.Burton, 1; C.Briscoe, 1; 
N.Gragson, 1. 

Top 16 in Points: 1. H.Burton, 136; 
2. C.Briscoe, 126; 3. A.Cindric, 118; 4. 
R.Sieg, 112; 5. J.Haley, 105; 6. B.Jones, 
103; 7. R.Chastain, 100; 8. M.Annett, 99; 
9. N.Gragson, 98; 10. J.AIIgaier, 98; 11. 
R.Herbst, 82; 12. A.Labbe, 72; 13. B.Brown, 
65; 14. R.BIack, 64; 15. J.Williams, 62; 16. 
M.Snider, 56. 

NASCAR Driver Rating Formuia 

A maximum of 150 points can be at- 

The formula combines the following 
categories; Wins, Finishes, Top-15 Fin¬ 
ishes, Average Running Position While 
on Lead Lap, Average Speed Under 
Green, Fastest Lap, Led Most Laps, Lead- 
Lap Finish. 


Mexican Open 

Saturday 

At Fairmont Acapuico Princess 
Acapuico, Mexico 
Purse: $1,845,265 
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor 
(seedings in parentheses): 

Men’s Singies 
Championship 

Rafael Nadal (1), Spain, def. Taylor 
Fritz, United States, 6-3, 6-2. 

Women’s Singles 
Championship 

Heather Watson (7), Britain, def. Ley- 
lah Annie Fernandez, Canada, 6-4, 6-7 
( 8 ), 6 - 1 . 

Men’s Doubles 
Championship 

Lukasz Kubot, Poland, and Marcelo 
Melo (2), Brazil, def. Robert Farah and 
Juan Sebastian Cabal (1), Colombia, 7-6 
(6), 6-7 (4), 11-9. 

Women’s Doubles 
Championship 

Desirae Krawczyk, United States, and 
Giuliana Olmos (2), Mexico, def. Kat- 
eryna Bondarenko, Ukraine, and Sharon 
Fichman, Canada, 6-3, 7-6 (5). 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Top 25 roundup 

Huff helps Virginia 
topple No. 7 Duke 



TCU guard PJ Fuller, left, hugs Desmond Bane after a three-pointer against No. 2 Baylor as Diante 
Smith, right, also celebrates during the Homed Frogs' 75-72 upset win Saturday in Fort Worth, Texas. 

Bane of Baylor’s existence: 
Guard propels TCU to upset 


Associated Press 

FORT WORTH, Texas — Bay¬ 
lor coach Scott Drew always en¬ 
joys watching Desmond Bane 
play, except when the TCU guard 
is going against the Bears. 

This time. Bane may have cost 
No. 2 Baylor a shot at its first Big 
12 title. 

Bane scored 19 of his 23 points 
after halftime, with eight in a row 
during the Horned Frogs’ big 
tiebreaking run, in a 75-72 win 
on Saturday. It was the highest- 
ranked opponent TCU has beat¬ 
en on its home court, and fans 
streamed onto the court at the 
buzzer to celebrate. 

“I’m so glad Desmond’s a se¬ 
nior. ... I love cheering for him 
when we’re not playing him. He’s 
a hard worker and a great kid,” 
Drew said. “He’s a monster. What 
makes him so good is he’s so effi¬ 


cient. He’s 5-for-8 from the three 
and everybody’s trying to stop 
him from shooting threes.” 

The Bears (25-3, 14-2 Big 12) 
lost for the second time in three 
games since winning a Big 12- 
record 23 games in a row. They 
were the nation’s No. 1 team when 
they lost a week ago to now-No.l 
Kansas (26-3, 15-1), which is a 
game ahead of them in the league 
standings after beating Kansas 
State on Saturday. 

This was only the third Big 12 
game this season when Baylor, 
which is also trying to lock up a 
No. 1 seed in the NCAA Tourna¬ 
ment, trailed in the second half 

“We’ve got to control what we 
can control,” Drew said. “We’ve 
got two games ... (the Jayhawks) 
have two games to go. People 
probably thought we would have 
won here today. That’s the Big 


12 .” 

Bane made a long tiebreaking 
three-pointer with 4:42 left that 
put the Frogs (16-13, 7-9) ahead 
to stay. After blocking a shot by 
Jared Butler, Bane then made a 
turnaround jumper before add¬ 
ing another three to make it 63-55 
with just over three minutes left. 

“Desmond Bane is a senior 
and wants to win. In the last five 
minutes he wanted to win and it 
showed,” Butler said. 

That was part of 13 points in 
a row by TCU, and a bigger 18-1 
spurt that Bane had started with 
another three-pointer. 

“My teammates got the most 
confidence in me and support. 
It makes it easy for me to keep 
going,“ said Bane, who was 2-for- 
10 shooting before halftime, then 
was 7-for-8 and made all five of 
his three-pointers after that. 


Associated Press 

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. 
— Jay Huff brought his flair 
for the dramatic to a new level, 
and brought down the program 
he grew up rooting for in his 
hometown. 

Virginia’s 7-footer from Dur¬ 
ham, N.C., with a career marked 
by a knack for highlight reel 
dunks and blocked shots, but not 
so much consistency, had his best 
game in three years Saturday, 
and capped it in dazzling fashion. 

After Mamadi Diakite made a 
short, go-ahead jumper with 37 
seconds left. Huff blocked Ver¬ 
non Carey Jr.’s shot under the 
basket with 3.7 remaining and 
ripped the ball away, preserving 
Virginia’s 52-50 victory against 
No. 7 Duke. 

It capped a 15-point, 10-block, 
nine-rebound effort that Blue 
Devils coach Mike Krzyzewski 
said was the difference in the 
game. 

“I’d be lying if I said I didn’t 
get a little bit more amped up, I 
guess, for Duke games, in my 
past years and this year, obvi¬ 
ously,” Huff said, adding that he 
often attended Blue Devils games 
growing up and has a photo of his 
younger self with Coach K on his 
family’s refrigerator at home. 

“It was fun. It was really ex¬ 
citing. Some of it was timing, I 
think, and some of it was being in 
the right place,” Huff said of his 
career-best blocks total. 

Clemson 70, No. 6 FSU 69: 
Freshman Al-Amir Dawes hit a 
twisting, driving bucket with a 
second left and the host Tigers 
defeated the Seminoles. 

Trent Forrest had put Florida 
State up by a point with a short 
jumper with 8.4 seconds left. 
Dawes then took the ball down the 
right side of the lane and flipped 
up the game-winning shot. 

The Seminoles’ last-chance 
heave was way off the mark and 
gave Clemson (15-13, 9-9 Atlantic 
Coast Conference) another big 
win in its puzzling season that 
includes victories over then-No. 3 
Duke and No. 5 Louisville. 

No. 1 Kansas 62, Kansas 
State 58: Devon Dotson scored 
25 points to help the top-ranked 
Jayhawks absorb the loss of cen¬ 
ter Udoka Azubuike in a defeat of 
the host Wildcats. 

Azubuike finished with six 
points and nine rebounds while 
playing just 20 minutes after 
hurting his ankle in the open¬ 
ing minutes. David McCormack 
came off the bench to score nine 
in his place, helping the Jayhawks 
(26-3, 15-1) edge closer to clinch¬ 
ing at least a share of another Big 
12 championship. 

No. 3 Gonzaga 86, Saint 
Mary’s 76: Filip Petrusev scored 
27 points and the host Zags swept 
the season series with the Gaels. 

Corey Kispert added 20 points 
and Killian Tillie 13 for Gon¬ 
zaga (29-2, 15-1 West Coast), 
which previously won the West 


Coast Conference regular-season 
title for the eighth consecutive 
season. 

No. 5 San Diego St. 83, Ne¬ 
vada 76: Malachi Flynn scored 
36 points on 13-for-20 shooting 
and the Aztecs overcame a 13- 
point second-half deficit to beat 
the host Wolfpack. 

No. 8 Kentucky 73, No. 15 
Auburn 66: Immanuel Quick- 
ley had 18 points and a career- 
high 12 rebounds and the host 
Wildcats used a big run in the 
first half before holding off the 
Tigers to clinch the Southeast¬ 
ern Conference regular season 
championship. 

Kentucky (24-5, 14-2) entered 
with a two-game lead on second- 
place Auburn (24-5,11-5) but had 
to overcome a 20-11 deficit before 
responding with the 20-3 spurt 
over 5:47 and eventually build an 
eight-point advantage.. 

No. 24 Michigan St. 78, No. 
9 Maryland 66: Cassius Win¬ 
ston scored 20 points, including 
a buzzer-beating, 60-foot shot to 
end a sensational first half for the 
visiting Spartans, who denied the 
Terrapins’ bid to clinch a share of 
the Big Ten regular-season title. 

Michigan State (20-9, 12-6) 
bolted to a 17-5 lead and never 
trailed in dealing Maryland its 
first home loss of the season. 

Providence 58, No. 12 Villa- 
nova 54: Luwane Pipkins scored 

27 points to lead the visiting Fri¬ 
ars to their fifth win over a Top 25 
team this month. 

The Friars (17-12, 10-6) boost¬ 
ed their NCAA Tournament re¬ 
sume with a win in Philadelphia, 
where they led for the balance of 
the game. 

No. 13 Seton Hall 88, Mar¬ 
quette 79: Myles Powell scored 

28 points and Sandro Mamukelas- 
hvili added 26 as the visiting 
Pirates built a big second-half 
lead and then held off the Golden 
Eagles. 

No. 18 Iowa 77, No. 16 Penn 
State 68: Luka Garza scored 25 
points and had 17 rebounds as the 
host Hawkeyes pulled away in the 
second half 

Garza extended his streak of 
20 or more points against Big 
Ten teams to 14 games, a school 
record. 

No. 17 BYU 81, Pepperdine 

64: Yoeli Childs scored a ca¬ 
reer-high 38 points and the visit¬ 
ing Cougars completed a perfect 
February. 

Oklahoma 73, No. 20 West 
Virginia 62: Kristian Doolittle 
scored 19 points two days after 
undergoing surgery to repair 
a broken nose and the visiting 
Sooners boosted their NCAA 
Tournament hopes. 

Texas 68, No. 22 Texas Tech 
58: Andrew Jones had a ca¬ 
reer-high 22 points and the vis¬ 
iting Longhorns (18-11, 8-8 Big 
12) scored the game’s last eight 
points, stretching their winning 
streak to four games. 


Service academies roundup 

Lafayette squeaks past Navy on late layup 


Associated Press 

EASTON, Pa. — Lukas Jarrett drove the baseline 
for a reverse layup with 5.9 seconds left to lead La¬ 
fayette to a 62-60 come-from-behind win over Navy 
on Saturday. 

Leo O’Boyle scored 18 points as the Leopards (18- 
11,10-8) secured the No. 5 seed in the Patriot League 
tournament, squaring off against No. 4 Army in a 
quarterfinal. Tyrone Perry and E. J. Stephens added 
15 points each for the Leopards. Stephens had four 
steals. 

Jarrett’s game-winner were his only points, and 
Dylan Hastings’ block of the Midshipmen’s last shot 
was his only one in the game. The game saw 17 lead 
changes. The win gave Lafayette its first winning 
record in Patriot League play since the 2012-13 
season. 

Cam Davis had 15 points to lead the Midshipmen 
(14-15, 8-10). Luke Loehr added 11 points. Greg 


Summers had five points and 10 rebounds. 

Colorado State 87, Air Force 74: Kendle Moore 
scored 21 points on seven three-pointers as the host 
Rams defeated the Falcons. 

Isaiah Stevens added 14 points and seven assists 
for Colorado State (20-11,11-7 Mountain West Con¬ 
ference). David Roddy also scored 14 points. Nico 
Carvacho had 12 points. 

Lavelle Scottie led Air Force (11-19,5-13) with 20 
points, playing his 126th career game for the Fal¬ 
cons, a school record. 

Colgate 91, Army 65: Will Rayman and Jordan 
Burns had double-doubles and the host Raiders 
rolled past the Black Knights to capture their first 
outright Patriot League title with a school-record 14 
wins. Rayman scored 19 points and grabbed 12 re¬ 
bounds for Colgate (23-8,14-4). 

Army (15-14, 10-8) had two players with double 
doubles. Matt Wilson with 18 points and 10 rebounds 
and Tommy Funk with 13 points and 10 assists. 
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SWIMMING/VIRUS OUTBREAK 


Pro leagues in US 
monitoring virus 


By Immanuel Johnson 
Stars and Stripes 

EINDHOVEN, Netherlands 
— At some point, there will be a 
European Forces Swim League 
championship meet in which no 
records will be broken. 

That point was not this year. 

Seven records were broken 
during the 2020 championships 
that concluded on Sunday. 

The Kaiserslautern Kingfish 
sported the most, with Jacob Fur- 
queron 9, Leon Pierre-Louis 11, 
Phillip Osadsky 14, Abigail Fur- 
queron 17 and the mixed 17-19 
200 medley relay all establishing 
new marks. 

But they weren’t alone. 

Sixteen-year-old Mia McBride 
from Stuttgart and Hylcke de 
Beer, 13, from the Geilenkirchen 
Orcas also broke records, which 
are based on various age groups 
and disciplines. 

Jacob Furqueron broke the 
200-meter individual medley re¬ 
cord in 2 minutes, 56.11 seconds 
and Pierre-Louis in the 100 free¬ 
style (1:05.56). Osadsky set a new 
standard in the 100 breaststroke 
(1:10.26) and Abigail Furquer¬ 
on goes into the books with the 
best time in the 100 breaststroke 
(1:14.54) and was also part of a 
record-setting 200 medley relay 
team (2:01.60). 

McBride established the re¬ 
cord in the girls 100 backstroke 
(1:09.09) and de Beer set another 
mark in the girls 100 breaststroke 
(1:17.77). 

In addition to all the records, 
other swimmers spent plenty of 
time on the podium receiving 
medals. 


Francesca Dauck, an 11-year- 
old sixth grader from the John 
F. Kennedy school in Berlin, was 
making her second appearance at 
the event. 

“I make a lot of friends when I 
go to camps and from the Europe¬ 
an Forces Swim League [champi¬ 
onships],” she said. 

Dauck contributed 94 points for 
her team by placing first in the 50 
butterfly, 50 freestyle and the 50 
backstroke. 

“I’ve been swimming since I 
was seven or eight,” Dauck said. 
“My family cheers me on and 


pushes me to do the best I can.” 

More than 270 volunteers — or 
almost one adult per two swim¬ 
mers — helped make the event a 
success, organizers said. 

“We look to put a competitive 
swim environment together for 
swimmers that make it to this 
level,” EFSL President Jamie 
Buckley said. “The friendship 
among families here in the league 
is very unique because of fami¬ 
lies transferring within the [Eu¬ 
ropean] area.” 

iohnson.immanuel(I)stripes.com 
Twitter: Manny_Stripes 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

Mqjor North American profes¬ 
sional sports leagues are talking 
to health officials and informing 
teams about the coronavirus out¬ 
break that has led to the first re¬ 
ported death in the U.S. 

Officials from the NBA, NHL 
and MLB say they are all con¬ 
sulting with the Centers for Dis¬ 
ease Control and Prevention and 
other organizations on a regular 
basis about COVID-19. Washing¬ 
ton State reported Saturday that 
a man in his 50s died from the 
virus. 

There are no immediate plans 
to cancel or postpone games or 
have them held in empty stadi¬ 
ums or arenas. Some of those 
contingencies have been taken in 
other countries, including Italy, 
where soccer matches were post¬ 
poned until May. 

Pro sports in the U.S. for now 
are going on as scheduled, though 
leagues are closely monitoring 
the situation. The NBA and NHL 
are in their regular seasons and 
MLB in spring training in Arizo¬ 
na and Florida with Opening Day 
less than a month way. 

“The health and safety of our 
employees, teams, players and 
fans is paramount,” the NBA said 
in a statement. “We are coordinat¬ 
ing with our teams and consult¬ 
ing with the CDC and infectious 
disease specialists on the corona- 
virus and continue to monitor the 
situation closely.” 

The new virus that first 
emerged in China in December 
has infected more than 85,000 
people and caused more than 
2,900 deaths. There have been 62 


reported cases in the U.S., com¬ 
pared to 1,128 in Italy. 

The NHL, which has seven 
teams based in Canada, is in con¬ 
tact with personnel from the CDC 
and Public Health Canada. Dep¬ 
uty Commissioner Bill Daly said 
by email the NHL has not consid¬ 
ered any cancellations. 

“We are in regular commu¬ 
nication with our clubs on the 
issue and have passed along best 
practices being recommended 
by CDC and Public Health Can¬ 
ada medical experts,” Daly said. 
“Most of these steps are common 
sense precautions, but (the core 
concern) definitely involves con¬ 
sciousness raising.” 

An NHL spokesman added 
the league “will implement all 
necessary safety measures as re¬ 
quired.” Teams have been getting 
information from the league about 
COVID-19 since late January. 

MLB has also been actively 
monitoring the outbreak for some 
time and been in touch with the 
CDC and Health and Human Ser¬ 
vices. It is providing guidance to 
clubs, staff and players that mir¬ 
ror CDC recommendations. 

Churchill Downs is using the 
time left before the Kentucky 
Derby in early May to watch as 
the situation develops before host¬ 
ing horse racing’s biggest event. 

“We still have a great deal 
of time to monitor and react,” 
Churchill Downs said in a state¬ 
ment. “We also will learn from 
others as they hold events over 
the next number of weeks. We 
are consulting with relevant au¬ 
thorities and will take any and 
all necessary steps to ensure 
the safety of all who attend and 
participate.” 



Photos by Immanuel JoHNSON/Stars ai 


Wiesbaden swimmer Megan Coleman competes in the girls 13-14 100-meter backstroke during the 
European Forces Swim League championships in Eindhoven, Netherlands, on Saturday. 

European Forces championship 

Kingfish set 5 of 7 new records; 
11-year-old Dauck wins 3 events 



Berlin swimmer Santiago Rivera reacts after winning the boys 13- 
14 200-meter individual medley during the European Forces Swim 
League championships in Eindhoven, Netherlands, Saturday. 
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Lightning drop Fiames, end sinmp 



Chris O’Meara/AP 


Tampa Bay Lightning center Brayden Point, front, keeps Calgary Flames defenseman Mark Giordano 
from the puck during the Lightning's 4-3 win Saturday in Tampa. 


Associated Press 

TAMPA, Fla. — Tyler Johnson 
and Ondrej Palat scored on the 
power play and Yanni Gourde 
added a short-handed goal as the 
Tampa Bay Lightning beat the 
Calgary Flames 4-3 on Saturday 
to snap a season-long four-game 
losing streak. 

Alex Killorn scored his 24th 
goal of the season to help the 
Lightning win for the first time 
since an 11-game winning streak. 
Andrei Vasilevskiy ended a three- 
game losing streak with 18 saves. 

The victory came soon after 
Tampa Bay announced team 
captain Steven Stamkos will un¬ 
dergo surgery for a core muscle 
injury and was expected to miss 
the rest of the regular season and 
potentially the first round of the 
playoffs. 

Andrew Mangiapane, Sean 
Monahan and Elias Lindholm 
scored for the Flames, who had 
a three-game point streak come 
to an end. David Rittich finished 
with 30 saves. 

Bruins 4, Islanders 0: Defen¬ 
seman Charlie McAvoy had a goal 
and two assists and Tuukka Rask 
made 25 saves as visiting Boston 
beat New York. 

The league-best Bruins im¬ 
proved to 41-13-12 for 94 points. 
The Islanders lost their third 
straight following a two-game 
winning streak. 

David Pastrnak opened the 
scoring at 4:30 of the first pe¬ 
riod, beating New York netmind- 
er Semyon Varlamov with his 
league-leading 47th goal of the 
season. Defensemen Torey Krug 
and Brandon Carlo assisted. Matt 
Grzelcyk made it 2-0 at 13:10 with 
his third goal, assisted by Brad 
Marchand and McAvoy. 

Marchand scored at 11:06 of 
the third, his 27th goal, with as¬ 
sists to Bergeron and McAvoy. 

Sharks 5, Penguins 0: 
Evander Kane had a goal and 
an assist, Martin Jones made 30 
saves in his 24th career shutout 
and host San Jose sent Pittsburgh 
to its first six-game losing streak 
in eight years. 

Logan Couture, Joe Thornton, 
Timo Meier and Joel Kellman 
also scored to give the Sharks 
back-to-back wins following a 


five-game losing streak. 

The Penguins have been out- 
scored 24-8 during their first 
six-game skid since the 2011-12 
season when Sidney Crosby was 
sidelined by an injury. 

Kings 2, Devils 1 (OT): Adrian 
Kempe scored in overtime and 
host Los Angeles edged New 
Jersey. 

Dustin Brown also scored and 
Jonathan Quick made 32 saves 
for the Kings. Los Angeles is 3-1- 
1 in its last five games. 

Mackenzie Blackwood had his 
six-game winning streak broken 
despite making 36 saves. The 
Devils earned a point for the fifth 
straight game. 

Blackhawks 3, Panthers 2 
(SO): Patrick Kane and Jonathan 
Toews scored in the shootout to 
lift Chicago to a win at Florida. 

Toews also had a goal and an 
assist in regulation, and Drake 
Caggiula also scored for the 
Blackhawks. Corey Crawford 
made 38 saves and stopped both 
of the Panthers’ shots in the 
shootout. 


Mike Hoffman had a goal and 
an assist, and Mike Matheson 
also scored for Florida. Sergei 
Bobrovsky stopped 27 shots. 

The Panthers have lost six 
straight home games. Their last 
home win was a 4-3 victory against 
Los Angeles on Jan. 16. Florida is 
0-5-1 at home in February. 

Avalanche 3, Predators 2: 
Pavel Francouz made 30 saves 
in a career-best sixth straight 
win, Erik Johnson had a goal and 
an assist, and Colorado won at 
Nashville. 

Gabriel Landeskog and Mar¬ 
tin Kaut also scored for the Ava¬ 
lanche, who matched a season 
high with their sixth-straight 
win. Colorado also won a fran¬ 
chise-best ninth consecutive road 
game and recorded its 11th win in 
February, also a franchise best. 

Canadiens 4, Hurricanes 3 
(OT): Jeff Petry scored 52 sec¬ 
onds into overtime, lifting host 
Montreal over Carolina. 

Phillip Danault, Max Domi 
and Brendan Gallagher scored in 
regulation for the Canadiens, who 


snapped a two-game skid despite 
giving up a 3-0 lead. Tomas Tatar 
had two assists.. 

Senators 4, Red Wings 3 (SO): 
Artem Anisimov scored twice in 
regulation and added the shoot¬ 
out winner as host Ottawa handed 
Detroit its ninth loss in 10 games. 

Scott Sabourin also scored in 
regulation for the Senators, who 
earned their first shootout win 
of the season. Marcus Hogberg 
made 25 saves for his fifth win. 

Maple Leafs 4, Canucks 2: 
Martin Marincin scored a rare 
goal and host Toronto went on to 
beat Vancouver. 

Coyotes 5, Sabres 2: Clay¬ 
ton Keller had two goals and an 
assist, Antti Raanta stopped 25 
shots after a shaky start and host 
Arizona rallied to beat Buffalo. 

Oilers 3, Jets 2: Leon Drai- 
saitl had two goals and an assist 
as host Edmonton beat Winnipeg. 
Ryan Nugent-Hopkins scored the 
tiebreaker with 5:16 remaining 
and assisted on both of Draisaitl’s 
goals as the Oilers snapped a two- 
game skid. 


O’Reilly’s shootout goal extends Blues’ win streak to 7 


Associated Press 

ST. LOUIS — Ryan O’Reilly scored the only 
goal in the shootout to lead St. Louis to a 4- 
3 victory over the Dallas Stars on Saturday 
night and extend the Blues’ winning streak to 
seven games. 

David Perron, Tyler Bozak and Brayden 
Schenn, who scored in his fourth straight 
game, had goals for the Blues. 

The Stars got goals from Tyler Seguin, 
Denis Gurianov and John Klingberg, who 
scored with 18 seconds remaining in regula¬ 
tion to send the game to overtime. 

The Blues and Stars are each 2-3 in shoot- 
outs this season. 

Jake Allen (10-6-3) made 28 saves for the 


Blues and turned aside all three shootout at¬ 
tempts, winning for the second time in four 
starts — both against Dallas. 

Allen had a prime view of O’Reilly going in 
on Stars goalie Anton Khudobin to score the 
shootout game-winner. 

“He’s got some quick hands you know. 
He’s got a different stick but his hands are, 
you know, really quite probably some of the 
quickest in the league,” Allen said. “So when 
he gets in those shootout situations, he’s got 
some tricks and it was good to see. It’s a great 
move.” 

Khudobin made 25 saves and lost his third 
straight start. 

“Another good effort from (Khudobin), like 


you know what you’re going to get, right?” 
Stars interim coach Rick Bowness said. “He 
kept us in there when the penalties were com¬ 
ing. Another great game. You’re seeing what 
you expect from him every night now.” 

St. Louis has a seven-game winning streak 
for the second time this season. In addition, 
the Blues won eight straight in December. 
During their current streak, the Blues have 
outscored opponents 26-12. 

“It’s always a lot more fun when you’re win¬ 
ning. ...,” Bozak said. “You always play better 
when you have that confidence. We have a lot 
of depth, a lot of chemistry and different guys 
can step up and step up on different nights. I 
think that’s why we have the success we do.” 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Tampa Bay 

Toronto 

Florida 

Montreal 

Buffalo 

Ottawa 

Detroit 


Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

. 94 218 167 


66 35 23 8 

65 33 25 7 

67 30 28 9 

65 29 28 8 

66 23 31 12 

67 15 47 5 


Washingtc.. __ 
Philadelphia 64 37 
Pittsburgh 64 37 21 
N.Y. Islanders 64 35 21 
Columbus 66 31 21 
Carolina 64 35 24 
N.Y. Rangers 64 35 25 
New Jersey 64 25 27 


87 230 183 
78 233 218 

73 224 221 
69 203 207 
66 188 205 
58 178 224 
35 135 255 

222 196 
215 187 
80 204 178 
78 181 175 
76 170 176 
75 207 183 

74 214 198 
62 174 216 


St. Louis 
Colorado 

Nashville 

Winnipeg 

Minnesote 


Vegas 
Edmonton 
Vancouver 
Calgary 
Arizona 
Anaheim 
San Jose 
Los Angeles 


Western Conference 

Centrai Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

66 39 17 .. 

64 39 18 7 

65 37 21 7 

64 32 24 8 

67 33 28 6 

64 32 25 7 

65 29 28 8 

Pacific Division 


10 88 213 184 

- 85 221 172 

81 177 168 

72 204 204 

72 201 198 

71 203 202 

66 195 207 


36 22 


65 34 23 8 

64 34 24 6 

66 33 26 7 

67 32 27 8 

64 26 30 8 

65 


80 215 198 
76 204 201 
74 211 199 
73 198 206 
72 187 178 
60 168 202 
60 169 209 
54 160 205 
I point 


.- 65 24 35 

Note: Two points for a..._ 

for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Friday’s games 
Minnesota 5, Columbus 0 
Philadelphia 5, N.Y. Rangers 2 
Colorado 3, Carolina 2 
Vegas 4, Buffalo 2 
Anaheim 3, Pittsburgh 2 

Saturday’s games 
Boston 4, N.Y. Islanders 0 
Los Angeles 2, New Jersey 1, OT 
Tampa Bay 4, Calgary 3 
Chicago 3, Florida 2, SO 
Colorado 3, Nashville 2 
Toronto 4, Vancouver 2 
Ottawa 4, Detroit 3, SO 
Montreal 4, Carolina 3, OT 
Arizona 5, Buffalo 2 
St. Louis 4, Dallas 3, SO 
Edmonton 3, Winnipeg 2 
San Jose 5, Pittsburgh 0 

Sunday’s games 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Rangers 
Calgary at Florida 
Vancouver at Columbus 
New Jersey at Anaheim 
Washington at Minnesota 
Los Angeles at Vegas 

Monday’s games 
Colorado at Detroit 
Edmonton at Nashville 

Tuesday’s games 
Montreal at N.Y. Islanders 
Ottawa at Pittsburgh 
St. Louis at N.Y. Rangers 
Boston at Tampa Bay 
Buffalo at Winnipeg 
Nashville at Minnesota 
Anaheim at Chicago 
Edmonton at Dallas 
New Jersey at Vegas 
Toronto at San Jose 

Scoring leaders 


Leon DraisaitI, EDM 64 37 62 99 

David Pastrnak, BOS 65 46 44 90 

Artemi Panarin, NYR 63 32 56 88 

Connor McDavid, EDM 58 31 56 87 

Nathan MacKinnon, COL 63 33 52 85 

Brad Marchand, BOS 65 26 55 81 

Patrick Kane, CHI 64 28 50 78 

Nikita Kucherov,TB 62 31 47 78 

Jonathan Huberdeau, FLA 64 22 55 77 

Jack Eichel, BUF 63 35 42 77 

Auston Matthews, TOR 65 44 32 76 

John Carlson, WSH 64 15 57 72 

Mark Scheifele, WPG 66 28 42 70 

Steven Stamkos, TB 57 29 37 66 

Kyle Connor, WPG 66 32 34 66 

Goals Against Record 
Name, Team GP MINSGA AVG 

Darcy Kuemper, Arizona 26 1575 57 2.17 
Anton Khudobin, Dallas 27 1495 55 2.21 
Tuukka Rask, Boston 37 2162 80 2.22 
Tristan Jarry, Pittsburgh 31 1806 67 2.23 
Pavel Francouz, Colorado 28 1548 58 2.25 
JakeAllen, St. Louis 21 1154 44 2.29 

Elvis Merzilkins, Columbus 32 1755 70 2.39 
Ilya Samsonov, Washington 25 1352 54 2.4 
Jaroslav Halak, Boston 30 1769 72 2.44 
Ben Bishop, Dallas 42 2358 98 2.49 

Carter Hart, Philadelphia 39 2118 88 2.49 
S. Varlamov, N.Y. Islanders 41 2295 96 2.51 
Joonas Korpisalo, Columbus 34 1942 83 2.56 
Jordan Binnington, St. Louis 47 2771 120 2.6 
Alex Stalock, Minnesota 34 1939 84 2.6 
A. Vasilevskiy, Tampa Bay 47 2824 123 2.61 
Goaltenders Win Record 
Name, Team GPI MINSW LOT 

A. Vasilevskiy, Tampa Bay 47 2824 32 12 3 
Jordan Binnington, St. Louis 47 2771 29 11 7 
Frederik Andersen, Toronto 49 2821 27 13 6 
c. Hellebuyck, Winnipeg 53 2971 27 20 5 
Marc-Andre Fleury, Vegas 46 2700 26 14 5 
Carey Price, Montreal 55 3261 26 23 6 
David Rittich, Calgary 46 2675 24 15 6 
Sergei Bobrovsky, Florida 49 2740 23 19 5 
Braden Holtby, Washington 44 2498 23 13 5 
J. Markstrom, Vancouver 43 2551 23 16 4 
Tuukka Rask, Boston 37 2162 23 7 6 

Ben Bishop, Dallas 42 2358 21 14 4 

M. Blackwood, New Jersey 43 2442 21 12 7 
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Brandon Dill/AP 


Memphis Grizzlies guard Ja Morant reacts after an assist to center Jonas Valanciunas. Morant had 27 
points and 14 assists to lead the Grizzlies to a 105-88 defeat of the Los Angeles Lakers in Memphis. 


Morant’s 27 points, 14 assists 
pace Grizzlies’ rout of Lakers 


By Clay Bailey 

Associated Press 

MEMPHIS, Tenn.—The Mem¬ 
phis Grizzlies snapped their five- 
game losing streak by beating the 
team they could face in the play¬ 
offs if they hold on to the last spot 
in the Western Conference. 

Rookie Ja Morant had 27 points 
and matched his season high with 
14 assists, and the Grizzlies beat 
the Los Angeles Lakers 105-88 on 
Saturday night. 

“We just locked in, stayed fo¬ 
cused, learned from our losses 
and came out and played a full 
48 (minutes),” Morant said. “We 
were able to come out with a great 
win.” 

Dillon Brooks added 24 points 
and Jonas Valanciunas had 22 
points and 20 rebounds as Mem¬ 
phis helped its chances of keeping 
the eighth spot in the West. Mem¬ 
phis holds a 2 y 2 - game edge on the 
New Orleans Pelicans, who were 
idle Saturday night and play the 
Lakers on Sunday. The San Anto¬ 
nio Spurs, who beat Orlando 114- 
113 on Saturday night, trail the 
Grizzlies by three. 

“We knew they were going to 
play with desperation. They are 
currently the eighth seed in the 
playoffs and lost five straight,” 
Los Angeles coach Frank Vogel 
said. “.Our guys have done a 
great job most of the year of play¬ 
ing with energy and matching the 
home team. We just fell short of 
that.” 

LeBron James had 19 points 
and 10 assists, while Anthony 
Davis finished with 15 points and 
nine rebounds as the Lakers lost 
for only the second time in Febru¬ 
ary. The 88 points was a season- 
low for Los Angeles, which shot 
41% for the game, including only 
9 of 36 from three-point range. 

The Lakers, the top team in 
the West, entered the game on a 
seven-game winning streak, but 


trailed by as many as 22 in the 
third quarter as Memphis contin¬ 
ued to get balanced scoring. Los 
Angeles brought James into more 
of an active role and a couple of 
three-pointers started the second 
half. 

But the Grizzlies continued to 
extend the lead and held an 86-66 
advantage entering the fourth. 

The Memphis lead dropped 
to single digits with just under 
7 minutes left after a 7-0 Lakers 
run. But the Grizzlies immediate¬ 
ly built the lead back to 18 near 
the three-minute mark, and Vogel 
put in his reserves. 

“They just played a great game. 
Shot the ball extremely well from 
the perimeter,” James said. “Ja 
made four threes. Dillon was 
really good all game and Valan¬ 
ciunas, I think he had like 50 re¬ 
bounds the last two games. They 
just played a really good game 
and kept us at bay.” 

Memphis hadn’t won since the 
All-Star break and its hold on the 
final playoff spot had started to 
dwindle. But, at least outwardly, 
the young Grizzlies seem to keep 
their composure. 

“We understand there’s going 
to be adversity,” Morant said. “So, 
there’s no reason to panic. We’re 
going to control what we can. 
That’s how we play on the floor.” 

Tip-ins 

Lakers: Avery Bradley got his 
1,000th assist in the first quarter. 
. James was listed as doubtful pre¬ 
game with a sore groin, an injury 
that caused him to miss Thurs¬ 
day’s game against the Warriors. 
... Danny Green sat out with a 
sore hip, an injury that caused 
him to miss a game in January. 

Grizzlies: Morant set a new 
career high with four three- 
pointers. ... Valanciunas had his 
second straight game of at least 
20 rebounds. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 


Toronto 
Boston 
Philadelphia 
Brooklyn 
New York 

Miami 

Orlando 

Washington 

Charlotte 

Atlanta 

x-Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Chicago 

Detroit 

Cleveland 


37 23 .617 5'/2 

26 33 .441 16 

18 42 .300 24'/2 

Southeast Division 

38 22 .633 - 

27 33 .450 11 

21 37 .362 16 

21 38 .356 16'/2 

19 43 .306 20 

Centrai Division 

51 8 .864 - 

36 24 .600 15'/2 

20 40 .333 31'/2 

20 41 .328 32 

17 43 .283 34'/2 


Western Conference 


Southwest Division 


Houston 

Memphis 
New Orleans 
San Antonio 


Denver 
Utah 
Oklahoma City 
Portland 
Minnesota 

L.A. Clippers 
Sacramento 
Phoenix 
Golden State 


Northwest Division 


20 .661 - 

24 .600 3'/2 

31 .483 lO'A 

33 .441 13 

25 33 .431 13'/2 


19 .678 - 

22 .627 3 

23 .617 3'/2 

26 35 .426 15 

17 41 .293 22'/2 

Pacific Division 

45 13 .776 - 

40 19 .678 5'/2 

25 34 .424 20'/2 

24 37 .393 22'/2 

13 47 .217 33 

games 


Saturday’! 

New York 125, Chic _ 

Atlanta 129, Portland 117 
Miami 116, Brooklyn 113 
Indiana 113, Cleveland 104 
Memphis 105, L.A. Lakers 88 
San Antonio 114, Orlando 113 
Houston 111, Boston 110, OT 
Golden State 115, Phoenix 99 
Sunday’s games 
Milwaukee at Charlotte 
Dallas at Minnesota 
Philadelphia at L.A. Clippers 
Detroit at Sacramento 
Toronto at Denver 
L.A. Lakers at New Orleans 
Washington at Golden State 
Monday’s games 
Houston at New York 
Portland at Orlando 
Utah at Cleveland 
Memphis at Atlanta 
Milwaukee at Miami 
Dallas at Chicago 
Indiana at San Antonio 

Tuesday’s games 
San Antonio at Charlotte 
Brooklyn at Boston 
L.A. Clippers at Oklahoma City 
Minnesota at New Orleans 
Golden State at Denver 
Toronto at Phoenix 
Philadelphia at L.A. Lakers 
Washington at Sacramento 


Roundup 

Hawks find their 
range in defeat 
of Trail Blazers 


Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Coach Lloyd 
Pierce has always known that 
part of the Atlanta Hawks’ prob¬ 
lem shooting three-pointers is a 
lack of ball movement. 

Over the last two games. 
Pierce has seen a promising 
turnaround, 

“It’s pretty special now” Pierce 
said. “Consistency is the key. Can 
we keep it up? Can we continue to 
share the basketball and move the 
basketball that way? But what a 
great effort by our guys tonight.” 

Trae Young had 25 points and 
15 assists, John Collins added 24 
points and 10 rebounds and the 
Hawks beat the Portland Trail 
Blazers 129-117 on Saturday night 
for their second straight victory. 

Atlanta, the NBA’s worst three- 
point shooting team this sea¬ 
son, dazzled beyond the arc for 
the second night in a row. The 
Hawks shot 42.9% on 42 attempts 
and have 37 treys in two games. 
De’Andre Hunter picked up 
where fellow rookie Cam Reddish 
left off the night before against 
Brooklyn, hitting six threes and 
scoring 22 points. 

CJ McCollum finished with 35 
points and Hassan Whiteside had 
21 points and 13 rebounds for the 
Trail Blazers. They were done 
for the night after Hunter and 
Collins hit consecutive threes to 
make it a 16-point lead with 3:03 
remaining. 

Portland has dropped three 
straight and six of seven to fall 
nine games under .500. The Blaz¬ 
ers, who began the night 10th in 
the Western Conference, tried a 
trapping defense against Young, 
the second-year All-Star point 
guard, but they couldn’t account 
for his teammates. 

“It’s part of the game plan to 
try to stop Trae Young and make 
some other guys beat us,” McCol¬ 
lum said. “And they did tonight.” 

The rebuilding Hawks have 
been at or near the bottom of 
the NBA standings most of the 
season, but they have won eight 
of 10 at home and are looking 
more comfortable with a promis¬ 
ing young nucleus of Young, Col¬ 
lins, Hunter, Reddish and Kevin 
Huerter. 

Atlanta, winning on consecu¬ 
tive nights, took charge of the 
game during a chippy third 
quarter. 

Collins had a one-handed put- 
back, a three-point play and a 
straightaway three for an 82-69 
advantage. Bruno Fernando’s 
layup put the Hawks up 15 before 
the teams combined for two tech¬ 
nical fouls and a flagrant foul as 


Atlanta pushed the lead to 20. 

Rockets 111, Celtics 110 
(OT): Russell Westbrook scored 
41 points and James Harden had 
21, including a pair of free throws 
with 25 seconds left in overtime 
to give Houston a win at Boston. 

The Celtics rallied from a 
four-point deficit in the final 20 
seconds of regulation and sent 
the game to overtime on Jay- 
len Brown’s three-pointer at the 
buzzer. Boston scored the first 
basket of the extra period and led 
110-109 but did not score in the 
final 2:49 of the game, missing its 
last six shots. 

Robert Covington added 16 
points and 16 rebounds for the 
Rockets. 

Pacers 113, Cavaliers 104: 

T.J. Warren scored 30 points, 
Malcolm Brogdon hit the go- 
ahead basket midway through the 
fourth quarter and Indiana won 
at Cleveland. 

Brogdon scored 22 points. 
Domantas Sabonis had his 46th 
double-double of the season with 
18 points and 13 rebounds and 
also had nine assists. Victor 01a- 
dipo, a game-time decision with a 
sore ankle, scored 19 points. 

Heat 116, Nets 113: Kend¬ 
rick Nunn scored 21 points and 
host Miami held off Brooklyn. 

Goran Dragic added 19 points 
and Bam Adebayo had 16 points 
and 12 rebounds to help the Heat 
win consecutive games for the 
first time since Feb. 1-3. 

Spurs 114, Magic 113: Trey 
Lyles had 20 points and host San 
Antonio overcame a shaky fourth 
quarter to snap Orlando’s win¬ 
ning streak at three games. 

The Spurs led by as many as 

16 points in snapping a two-game 
skid but came within seconds of 
another defeat. 

Knicks 125, Bulls 115: Re¬ 
serve Mitchell Robinson had a ca¬ 
reer-high 23 points and grabbed 
10 rebounds, Julius Randle added 
22 points and 10 boards and host 
New York snapped a six-game 
losing streak. 

RJ Barrett finished with 19 
points and Tqj Gibson had 17 
points and eight rebounds. 

Warriors 115, Suns 99: Eric 
Paschall led Golden State to a win 
at Phoenix with 25 points on 10 
of 16 shooting from the field. Da- 
mion Lee added 20. 

The Warriors trailed for most 
of the game but went on a 16-0 
late in the third quarter and had 
a 92-81 lead going into the fourth 
quarter. Seven Golden State play¬ 
ers had at least 10 points, includ¬ 
ing Andrew Wiggins, who added 

17 points, seven rebounds and 
five assists. 
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Frank Franklin II/AP 


New York Yankees outfielder Aaron Judge continues to sit out spring 
training with soreness in his right shoulder as the team works to 
determine the cause of his discomfort. 


More tests for Yanks’ Judge 

Cause of slugger’s ailing right shoulder still unknown after MRI 


First things first is getting him to that point 
(of being able to play) and I don’t know when 
that is. Tm a little frustrated for him. f 

Aaron Boone 

New York Yankees manager, on slugger Aaron Judge 


By Mark Didtler 

Associated Press 

TAMPA, Fla. — New York Yan¬ 
kees star Aaron Judge has under¬ 
gone an MRI and further tests as 
the team tries to determine the 
cause of his ailing right shoulder. 

Manager Aaron Boone said 
Judge “was not right” while tak¬ 
ing batting practice in an indoor 
cage Friday. 

“We’re in a holding pattern 
with it, just trying to figure out 
what exactly is going on,” Boone 
said Saturday. “We’re trying to 
get our arms around if we can 
pinpoint something that’s causing 
some of the discomfort. At this 
point we haven’t found that.” 

Judge was shut down from hit¬ 
ting a week before spring train¬ 
ing after experiencing soreness 
in the shoulder. The slugging 
right fielder had been scheduled 
to take batting practice on the 
field for the first time since being 
shelved this weekend. 

Boone feels Judge could be 
ready for the start of the season 
if he’s able to play in games over 
the final 10 days or so at spring 
training. 

“First things first is getting 


him to that point and I don’t know 
when that is,” Boone said. “I’m a 
little frustrated for him.” 

Judge has no issues while 
throwing out to 120 feet. The 
current discomfort is similar to 
what sidelined him during early 
workouts. 

While the Yankees are con¬ 
cerned about Judge, there were 
no worries over new ace Gerrit 
Cole, who allowed two hits and 
struck out two over 2% scoreless 
innings against the Detroit Tigers 
in his second start Saturday. 

Cole signed a $324 million, 
nine-year contract as a free agent 
after going 20-5 with a 2.50 ERA 
and 326 strikeouts last season 
for the AL champion Houston 
Astros. 

The expected opening day 
starter on March 26 at Baltimore 
anchors a rotation that has al¬ 


ready had two setbacks. 

Righty Luis Severino had a sea¬ 
son-ending Tommy John surgery 
on Thursday. 

“From the performance stand¬ 
point, obviously, it’s a hit, but we 
have a lot of depth and we have 
a lot of good pitchers here,” Cole 
said. “Every year we’re always 
looking for a couple of overper¬ 
formers. So, we get that out of the 
some guys this year we’ll be right 
where we need to be.” 

Left-hander James Paxton 
could miss the first two months 
of the regular season after having 
back surgery on Feb. 5. 

The Yankees are looking to 
reach the World Series for the 
first time since winning the 2009 
title. New York won 103 games 
and the AL East last year, swept 
Minnesota in the Division Series, 
then got knocked out by Houston. 


US could field better squad for 
next Olympic qualifier attempt 



Joshua Gunter, cleveland.com/AP 


Boston third baseman Rafael Devers finished 12th in American League MVP voting 
last season — and the Red Sox say tey believe Devers can be even better this year. 

Offense: Devers not feeling pressure 


The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The U.S. may get 
some better players for its second at¬ 
tempt to qualify for the Olympic base¬ 
ball tournament. 

Mqjor League Baseball and the play¬ 
ers’ association agreed to make players 
not likely to be on 26-man mqjor league 
rosters available for the Americas qual¬ 
ifying tournament, to be played in Ari¬ 
zona from March 22-26. 

When the U.S. stumbled in its first 
chance to qualify, at the Premierl2 
tournament in November, only players 
not on 40-man big league rosters were 
eligible for selection and the 28 Ameri¬ 
cans at the Premierl2 combined for a 
career 2.1 Wins Above Replacement, 
according to Baseball Reference. 

The change makes the roster rule 
similar to the one in place the last time 
baseball was included in the Olympics 
and could also benefit other nations with 
players under contract to big league or¬ 
ganizations. For the 2008 Games in Bei¬ 
jing, players were eligible if they were 
not on 25-man big league rosters as of 
June 26 — about seven weeks before the 
Aug. 13 Olympic opener. 

The timing of the Americas qualify¬ 
ing tournament makes player selection 
difficult. Nations must submit 26-man 
rosters on March 11 and can make 
changes through March 20. The MLB 
season does not start until March 26, 
so some clubs will not have made final 
roster decisions. 

The U.S. was three outs from quali¬ 
fying last November at the Premierl2. 
Matt Clark hit a tying home run off for¬ 
mer St. Louis pitcher Brandon Dickson 


DID YOU KNOW? 


The U.S. was three outs from qualifying 
last November at the Premierl2 
tournament. Matt Clark hit a tying home 
run off former St. Louis pitcher Brandon 
Dickson leading off the bottom of the 
ninth inning, Efren Navarro had a broken- 
bat single against Caleb Thielbar to drive 
in the winning run in the 10th and Mexico 
beat the Americans 3-2. 

SOURCE: Associated Press 

leading off the bottom of the ninth in¬ 
ning, Efren Navarro had a broken-bat 
single against Caleb Thielbar to drive in 
the winning run in the 10th and Mexico 
beat the Americans 3-2. 

At the Americas tournament, the U.S. 
opens against Nicaragua on March 22 at 
Surprise, plays the Dominican Republic 
the following day at Tempe and finishes 
Group B against Puerto Rico on March 
24 in Surprise. Canada, Colombia, Cuba 
and Venezuela are in Group A. 

The top two teams in each group ad¬ 
vance to a super round, with head-to- 
head group results carrying over. The 
super round winner joins host Japan, 
Israel, Mexico and South Korea in the 
six-nation Olympic field. The second- 
and third-place nations advance to a 
final qualifying tournament from April 
1-5 in Taiwan, joining a field that will 
include Australia, China, the Nether¬ 
lands and Taiwan. 

This year’s Olympic event will be 
played at Fukushima and Yokohama 
from July 29 to Aug. 8. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

success last season after taking over the 
spot in late June. 

“Wherever the team feels I should be 
batting in the lineup. I’ll do whatever they 
say,” said Devers, who made his 2020 
spring debut Friday. “But obviously I had 
a lot of success batting in the two hole last 
year. It’s not going to change my approach 
either way. I’m going to still do what I have 
to do, go out there and work hard.” 

From May through August, there weren’t 
many hitters hotter than Devers last sea¬ 
son. How much more can Boston expect 
from him offensively? 

“It’s hard to say that you can see more 
than I saw for four straight months last 
year,” Roenicke said. “Four straight 
months, was as good as anybody you could 
be in baseball as far as squaring up a base¬ 
ball when you needed him. When we need¬ 
ed a good at-bat from him, for four straight 
months we saw a good at-bat. Maybe it was 
a lineout, but it was a good at-bat. And it 
was gaps and it was everything, so it’s pret¬ 


ty hard to think of anybody doing that for 
six months. He had a fabulous year offen¬ 
sively when you look at even just the total 
numbers, but I know what I saw for four 
straight months was amazing.” 

With Betts gone, there will be big expec¬ 
tations for Devers. Former Red Sox slugger 
David Ortiz, though, only needs Devers to 
do what he did last season. 

“I saw more than 250 at-bats coming out 
of him (last year),” said Ortiz. “I’m telling 
you this guy is on another level.” 

Devers knows what will be expected of 
him this season. But, he’s not feeling pres¬ 
sure to replace Betts, the 2018 AL MVR 

“I don’t feel any pressure at all,” he said. 
“We have a great team. We have a lot of tal¬ 
ent on this team. We have (Alex) Verdugo, 
we have (Benintendi), we have (Xander) 
Bogaerts, and J.D. (Martinez). There’s a 
bunch of guys that we have. So, we know 
we have to step our game up. So, obviously 
with Mookie because we know he’s a super- 
star but we don’t feel any pressure because 
we know the type of team we have and we’ll 
be ready for this coming season.” 
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Above: TCU wide receiver Jalen Reagor, the son of former NFL defensive lineman Montae Reagor, prepares to run the 40-yard dash 
at the NFL scouting combine in Indianapolis. Below: LSU tight end Thaddeus Moss is the son of Hall of Fame receiver Randy Moss. 


For some, combine's a family affair 

Relatives who’ve played pro football give some a leg up in preparation 


By Arnie Stapleton 

Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS — University of Geor¬ 
gia defensive back JR Reed knew all about 
the NFL scouting combine long before he 
had the chance to grip the dumbbell at the 
Indianapolis Convention Center or spring 
from the launch pad at Lucas Oil Stadium. 

His father, Jake Reed, was a wide re¬ 
ceiver in the NFL for 12 seasons with 
the Vikings and Saints. His uncle. Dale 
Carter, played defensive back for a dozen 
seasons in the NFL with stops in Kansas 
City, Denver, Minnesota, New Orleans and 
Baltimore. 

“From my dad, one of the things I learned 
at an early age is it’s never too early to start 
being a pro,” Reed said Friday. “And then 
from my uncle, it’s just to be mean, nasty, 
and get after the ball and get after every¬ 
body, man.” 

Having family football ties not only gave 
Reed a head start as a kid, but it helped pre¬ 
pare him for the combine, where most of 
the 330 prospects tap their college coaches 
or former teammates who have gone pro 
for advice. 

“It’s definitely an advantage to have fam¬ 
ily in the NFL and just to lean on them for 
their expertise,” Reed said. “My dad has 
helped me throughout this whole process.” 

LSU TE Thaddeus Moss 

The son of Hall of Fame receiver Randy 
Moss said his famous father is a great re¬ 
source growing up. 

“He’s helped me all the way up to this 
point in my career. He’s been through a lot 
and seen a lot, so he has answers for every¬ 
thing,” the younger Moss said. “And this 
process itself, it’s nothing new. It’s nothing 
changed.” 

Among his fondest childhood memories 
was the Patriots’ 18-1 season when his fa¬ 
ther caught 23 of Tom Brady’s 50 touch¬ 



down passes. 

“Meeting Tom Brady when I was young¬ 
er, I was sitting there starstruck,” Moss 
said. 

TCU WR Jalen Reagor 

His father, Montae Reagor, was a defen¬ 
sive linemen for nine years in the NFL and 
played for the Broncos, Colts and Eagles. 

“He’s helped me a lot, just giving me info, 
giving me insight, letting me know what to 
do, what not to do, and the ins and outs of 
the game,” the younger Reagor said. 

Reagor said his fondest childhood mem¬ 
ory of his father was “him winning the 
Super Bowl and then him coming to get me 
out of the stands,” after the Colts beat the 
Bears in 2007 when Reagor was 8. 

“He wants me to go as high as possible,” 
Reagor said. “All he does is support me. He 
was a great player in the league and won a 
Super Bowl. It’s not really a competition.” 

Minnesota DB 
Antoine Winfield Jr. 

He has the same name and plays the 
same position as his father, who was draft¬ 
ed 23rd overall by Buffalo in 1999, played 


five years for the Bills and nine for the 
Vikings. 

“I knew at a young age this is what I 
wanted to do with my life,” Winfield said, 
“It’s just surreal feeling to be here right 
now.” 

The younger Winfield packs 205 pounds 
on his 5-foot-lO frame, 25 pounds more 
than his father. 

When he was 11, “my dad would lay in 
his bed with his laptop and I sat next to him 
watching film,” Winfield recalled. “In par¬ 
ticular, I remember it was Calvin Johnson 
when they had to play Detroit one week. 
I was sitting next to him watching it and 
he was breaking the film down. That was 
good experience.” 

In his interviews this week, “every team 
I went to people either played with him or 
coached him. They remember my dad,” 
Winfield said. 

Alabama CB Trevon Diggs 

He’s five years younger than his brother. 
Vikings WR Stephen Diggs, who served as 
a father figure following their dad’s death 
at 39 of congestive heart failure in 2008. 

“He was like my dad when my father 
passed, he was always taking care of me. 
I always asked him everything. No matter 
what, if it was 2 o’clock in the morning I 
could ask him questions. I could ask him 
about his experiences, his process, how he 
managed things. There were a lot of things 
I asked him,” the younger Diggs said. 

His older brother didn’t hold back. 

“He always critiqued me. We never talk¬ 
ed about the good things. We always talked 
about the bad things and things we could 
do to get better,” Trevon Diggs said. “He 
always gave me tips and little cues to work 
on my game. I’m blessed to have that. I 
don’t have someone patting me on the back 
all the time and telling me I’m doing good. 
I’ve got someone who’s telling me, ‘Let’s 
get to work.’” 


LB Simmons, 
three DL run 
stunning times 

Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS — Speed continues 
to be all the rage at the NFL scouting 
combine. 

And on Saturday, it was the defensive 
players putting on a track meet. 

Linebacker Isaiah Simmons completed 
the 40-yard dash in 4.39 seconds — match¬ 
ing the time put up by the fastest running 
back in Indianapolis, Jonathan Taylor, and 
faster than all but six receivers. The 238- 
pound Simmons, who played at Clemson, 
likely cemented himself as a top 10 pick in 
the April draft. 

How fast was he? Simmons opted against 
taking a second attempt. 

Only two other linebackers ran sub-4.5s. 
Willie Gay Jr., of Mississippi State, posted 
a 4.46 and Davion Taylor, of Colorado, had 
a 4.49. 

Simmons wasn’t the only one turning 
heads. 

Three defensive linemen finished the 40 
with times under 4.70. James Smith-Wil¬ 
liams of North Carolina State ran a 4.60, 
Jabari Zuniga of Florida was clocked at 
4.64 and Alton Robinson of Syracuse post¬ 
ed a 4.69. 

The bigger linemen were even more 
impressive. 

After weighing in at 308 pounds, Khalil 
Davis of Nebraska ran a 4.75. Meanwhile, 
304-pound Neville Gallimore, the second 
Canadian to play at Oklahoma, had a 4.79. 

Davis also posted the second-best bench 
press total among defensive linemen, com¬ 
pleting 32 reps at 225 pounds. Davon Ham¬ 
ilton of Ohio State and had the top mark for 
the big men with 33 — the fourth highest 
total of the week. 

Offensive linemen hold the top three 
spots through the first three days of 
workouts. 

But two potential first-round linebackers 
appeared to suffer setbacks after running 
well. 

Patrick Queen of LSU pulled up on his 
second attempt with what appeared to be 
an injured hamstring after putting a 4.50- 
second 40 on the board. And Kenneth 
Murray, of Oklahoma, stopped on his sec¬ 
ond run after clocking a 4.52. Murray also 
is believed to have hurt his hamstring. 

NFL Network also reported another pos¬ 
sible first-round pick, receiver Laviska 
Shenault Jr. of Colorado, plans to have sur¬ 
gery on the injured core muscle that both¬ 
ered him all season. 



Michael Conroy/AP 


Clemson linebacker Isaiah Simmons ran 
a time of 4.39 seconds in the 40-yard 
dash, as fast as any running back at the 
NFL scouting combine in Indianapolis. 
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TCU guard Bane leads upset 
of No. 2 Baylor » Page is 
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By Maureen Mullen 
Associated Press 


Game changer 

After breakthrough 2019, Red Sox 
expect even more from Devers 


Boston Red Sox third baseman Rafael Devers. 

Joshua Gunter, cleveland.com/AP 


Inside; 

■ Yankees still seeking answers for 
OF Judge’s ailing shoulder, Page 22 


FORT MYERS, Fla. 

H is baby face and near constant 
smile may make him appear 
younger than his 23 years. 

But third baseman Rafael De¬ 
vers already has parts of three 
seasons and a World Series championship on 
his resume. And after finishing 12th in Ameri¬ 
can League MVP voting in his breakout 2019, 
the Red Sox believe Devers hasn’t approached 
his ceiling yet. 


Devers hit .311 
with 32 homers, 115 
RBIs, an AL-lead- 
ing 54 doubles, and a 
major league-leading 
90 extra-base hits last 
season. He led the Red 
Sox in games played 
(156), hits (201), and 
average. With the de¬ 
parture of Mookie 
Betts in a trade to the 
Former Boston Red Sox DH Los Angeles Dodgers, 
Devers will be an even 
bigger part of Boston’s offense this season. 

“He’s a huge part,” said manager Ron Roe- 
nicke. “The bat is good because of, especially, 
where it plays in the lineup — and how we can 
push that lineup deeper makes it tough to pitch 
to us.” 

Roenicke expects to bat Devers second this 
season, behind likely leadoff hitter Andrew 
Benintendi, where Devers had much of his 

SEE OFFENSE ON PAGE 22 


I saw more 
than 250 at- 
bats coming 
out of him 
(last year) — 
Tm telling you, 
this guy is on 
another level.' 

David Ortiz 
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